DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
ENIGMA OR ANATHEMA?
(1876 - 1994)

DISSERTATION
Submitted to the
History Department
NORTHERN TERRITORY UNIVERSITY
in partial fulfillment of the
B.A.(Hons.) Degree, 1994
by
MELLA PARSHEN-KEMPFER

hanghai
CHINA
aipei
TAIWAN

Hanoi

Hong Kong

Rangoon
Bangkok

a I nan
Tao

Mani'a

KAMPUCHEA

PHILIPPINES

..

L

Penang.

Brunei
MALAYSI
.0Singapore
BORNEO
andjarmasin b
IND
Djaarta
0

I

co

Moresb,
OR
TIM
Penins ka
DarwIF'
Cocos Is
Ktherie Weipa )
Derb
Wyndham
Cairns
Broome.
Dampier
Townsville
Halls Creek
Port
North West Cape
Hedland
Exmouth
• Gladston
AIice Spring
- Chris tmas Is

'

AUSTRALIA

•

Brisbane

Perth
ney
Mel bo ur

Carberra

Each circle represents 830 kilometres (500 miles) from Darwin

/

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
I would like to thank the following persons for their support
throughout this year:
My Supervisor, Dr. Lyn Riddett
Dr. Paul Webb
Peter Murakami
Christopher Yuan
Dr. Mickey Dewar
Ian McIntosh
Drs. Nicolas Van Eck
Ron Bali
Kim Mueller
Mrs. Denise Walker
Mrs. Kemp, Adelaide
Reg Weston
Alice Wilson
Francoise Parshen
Marc Parshen
Sally Blair
Vanessa Parshen
Angus and Alison Bird
Joanne Foley
Graeme Lawrence

I certify that this dissertation represents my own work. All sources
and assistance have been acknowledged.

CONTENTS:
ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS
ABSTRACT
KEYWORDS
INTRODUCTION

CHAPTER I
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1876- 1901

TWO WORLDS MEET
CHAPTER II
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1905- 1939

A PARADOXICAL ALLY
CHAPTER III
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1941 1943
-

THE WA TERSHED
CHAPTER IV
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1946- 1974
DESTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION, AND DARWIN
CHAPTER V
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1975- 1994

THE NEW DARWIN
CONCLUSION
PLATES
MAPS AND TABLES
BIBLIOGRAPHY

Introduction

iii

ABSTRACT
This dissertation critically examines the characteristics of Northern Territorian and
Japanese relations, from a Darwin perspective. It is not a chronological
historiography of the Japanese in the Territory, although it provides an historical
outline as a discussion base. It is argued that since 1876
Restoration had reversed Japan's xenophobic political stance

-

-

after the Meiji

Japanese contact

has played a distinctive, yet enigmatic role in NT history. The dissertation attempts
to demystify some of the enigma.

The argument and analysis is based on the hypothesis that the role of the Japanese
within Darwin's multiethnic context, has always been been distinctive and different
to that of other Asian residents. Darwin Chinese experienced a role reversal after
World War II and maximised new opportunities. By contrast the reticence of the
Japanese was exacerbated by the fact that Japan had turned from ally to foe
through the events of World War II. Some of these changes are contrasted against
the background of Australia's still restrictive immigration policies, but which now
encompass the concept of multiculturalism.

Recurrent themes in Darwin's history, such as its gateway role and its exposure to
traumatic events cyclones, bombings, evacuations are discussed and analysed.
-

-

The distinctive role of the Japanese within the context of Darwin's history is
assessed and contrasted with that of other ethnic groups, particularly the Chinese.
Current views of Darwinites on the Japanese are investigated. Cultural differences
between Australia and Japan are pointed out and events such as the bombing of
Darwin brought into a wider context. Differences between Australian and Japanese
attitudes and perceptions in war and peace are critically examined, including the
effect of internment of 'enemy aliens'. While the attitudes of Darwinites are of the
essence in this thesis, the writer acknowledges the peculiar situation of the
interaction of the non-sovereign NT Government versus the Government of the
nation state, Japan. This phenomenon is discussed in depth by J. Federer in his
thesis on the Nt Government's paradiplomacy in Southeast Asia. With the current
focus on fiftieth commemorations of WWll events, the difficulty in presenting
material in the realm of public history is considered, as is the way in which the NT
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chose to commemorate the bombing of Darwin. The thesis concludes that current
views in Darwin presume or desire a reconciliation with the former enemy, although
some Darwinites still do not feel quite at ease with Japan and the Japanese. The
thesis notes an absence of suitable teaching material on Japan's culture and history
in the NT as well as a reluctance on all sides to enter into open and mutually
beneficial dialogue. While the Japanese are no longer anathema in Darwin, they are
still viewed as enigmatic.

KEYWORDS:
Darwinites
Destruction
Trauma

-

Japanese

-

-

-

Evacuation

Reconstruction

-

Enigma
-

-

Gateway

Internment

-

-

Multiculturalism

White Australia Policy

Commemoration

-

-

-

Lookiing glass

INTRODUCTION
The Northern Territory of Australia is currently undergoing a renaissance of thought
in its relation to Asia, most particularly, Southeast Asia. The change, evident
nationwide, is due to a critical shift in the interpretation of Australia's geopolitical
position: Australia as a part of Asia, a previously inconceivable notion.
The focus is on the entry of the Japanese into Territory history: place, processes,
interpretations. The analysis is based on research in Darwin. One might argue that
the topic falls outside the perimeters of Southeast Asia. However, as twentieth
century history has shown, Japan's 1930s and forties expansionism, most
aggressively pursued in the early stages of the Pacific War of course impinged on
all Southeast Asian nations as well as Australia, particularly its north. Japan's postwar emergence as a significant trading partner involves the same Asian-Pacific
region. Japan and the Japanese therefore provide a relevant, if little examined topic
from the perspective of, the Northern Territory.
Although Japanese language and customs are taught in some NT schools, Japan's
cultural and political history is more or less omitted. To understand some of the
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difficulties Territorians have in accommodating the Japanese in their perceptions
it will be necessary to look at several influential factors in modern Japanese
history. The hypothesis presumes the relationship between Darwinites and the
Japanese to be of a paradoxical character:
While the Northern Northern trades with Japan and welcomes Japanese tourists,
issues involving World War II continue to create feelings of resentment.
While North Australia's contact with the Japanese was established before the end
of the nineteenth century

-

via pearlers and fishermen

-

it is the changes in

Japanese and international foreign politics between the end of World War I and the
beginning of World War II which reversed Japan's position from ally to aggressor.
It is not surprising that memories of Japan's role as aggressor should persist in
Darwin which was exposed to a series of bombing raids from February 1942 to
November 1943.
However, the Northern Territory's or Japan's role in the 'Battle of Australia is not
the key issue here'. The dissertation analyses instead in which way the role of the
Japanese has been perceive from a Darwin perspective. The conclusion is reached
that the Japanese from their emergence in the 1 870s have assumed and enigmatic
and distinctive role.
The dissertation also critically examines changes in perceptions with which
aggressive and or traumatic events in a society's past tend to be accompanied, and
the effect such events have on memory and historiography. I argue that notions of
vulnerability, of unpreparedness and abandonment have recurred in Darwin's past
and still impact today on the psyche of Darwinites.
Correspondingly, the focus is not merely on the economic gain to be had from trade
and other interactions with Japan. Rather, an explanation is sought to find reasons
why and how, constructive interactions with a former enemy become possible; and
how these are perceived in a community which has been exposed to traumatic
events of varying kinds.
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Literature and press searches as well as early twentieth century S.A. Parliamentary
Papers and Government Reports make favourable mention of the Japanese in the
Northern Territory. However, just as paradoxical as appears the current situation,
an undercurrent of fear and mistrust is never far from the surface in the literature,
be it fictitious or factual. Repercussions of the White Australia Policy as well as the
extreme anti-Japanese propaganda of World War II, promoted by both, Australia
and the USA, radically affected perceptions, particularly those perpetuated by
servicemen stationed in Australia's north. Not to mention the shock of the
unprecedented, Japanese attacks on mainland Australia.

By Christmas 1941 numerous Japanese, some from Darwin, having abruptly
become 'the enemy' as a result of Pearl Harbour, were transported to various
interstate internment camps, among them a Japanese-North-Australian family, the
Murakamis. Fragments from their life stories become a thread which is discernible
throughout the discourse.ln line with recent approaches in historiography I have
balanced my theoretical research with a visual image component.

These 'images' consist not only of photographs, but also of oral and written
material with strong impact such as newspaper headlines and captions, graphic
jargon used in poetry, keywords from official speeches and policies as well as the
most frequently used opinions and stereotypes expressed by Darwinites, either in
personal contact with the author or to be found in the numerous oral history
transcripts held by the Northern Territory Archives. These images, 'collected' from
a range of sources, have provided some of the key elements around which theory,
methodology and analysis is grouped. They also eniphasise the key question: What
is specific about the circumstances under which the Japanese have entered
Northern Territory history? How does this affect present-clay perceptions?

While it can be argued that a 'city' such as Darwin witFi less than 100 000
inhabitants sounds provincial rather than metropolitan, it is the changes in
perceived geographical location that are of concnrn liere. While Darwinites have
always been aware of the physical proximity to Asia, it is the revolutionary image
of Australia as a part of Asia that currently impact on the minds of Darwinites, and

Introduction

vii

Australians generally. It is outside the scope of this dissertation to debate whether
the changed focus has intensified Southeast Asian relations or whether increased
trade has necessitated the radical change of focus. The dissertation however does
explore in which way this change in perception reflects on Darwin's relationship
with Japan.

As for the theoretical construct underlying the text, theories behind the so-called
'White Australia Policy' are used, as discussed by Yarwood, Markus and, more
recently, Jutp and Kabala. The differences in ethos between the Japanese and
Australians a- t war are examined. The initially envisaged, more theoretical approach
has given way to a more historical focus which is based on the work of Powell,
Donovan, Lockwood, and Heatley for the core of Northern Territory background,
and Jones and Hannan as the two main sources on the history of the Chinese in
Darwin. Excerpts from texts and theses by Federer and Dewar, Riddett and
McIntosh are quoted and discussed. While the writer has used interviews and a
questionnaire as well as oral history transcripts, it is the history of the Darwin
Chinese which has become a metaphorical looking glass with which to find those
aspects within those aspects which contrst the Japanese from other asians who
have been a part of Darwin's multicultural history.

At this point the research has provided the writer with an opportunity to familiarise
herself with some of the theoratical aspects involved in dealing with role reversal
such as the Darwin Japanese experienced on account of the fact that they
suddenly represented the enemy when the war broke out. The difficulty of
surrendering images and stereotypes is stressed. The dissertation concludes while
some individuals and groups continue to harbour resentment against the Japanese,
the majority of Darwinites does not object to welcoming Japanese visitors to the
Northern Territory. Throughout the text the similarities between the two gateways,
Nagasaki and Darwin which became apparent, are highlighted.

CHAPTER I

DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1876- 1901
TWO WORLDS MEET

The problem was to discover a district.., where the
white man had not entered into full possession,
and had thus not morally forestalled the right of
other races to settle, as long as they were content
to do so, under the foreign flag; a district, in other
words, where the first steps of peaceful Japanese
immigration could not rouse the fierce indignation
which they had caused elsewhere. Such a district
existed, nearer and more convenient to Japan than
any other possible field of exploitation
the
Northern Territory of Australia, with its 600,000
square miles and less than 1000 white people. 1
-

1

C.H. Kirmess, The Australian Crisis, W. Scott, London, 1909 p. 18
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While much has been written on Japanese society and culture, material which
interprets Japanese history as it pertains to the Northern Territory of Australia is not
plentiful. Chapter One of this dissertation provides an historical frame. The locus of
observation is Darwin. The term 'Darwinite' rather than 'Darwinian' is chosen to
denote the residents of Darwin, although this first chapter deals with the phase of
Darwin's existence when the settlement was known as Palmerston. Political events
and legislation which affected the Territory up to 1901 are highlighted. The 'entry' of
the Japanese into Territory history is traced.

This is seen as relevant and necessary for the development of the hypothesis: while
from its inception Palmerston (Darwin) developed as a multicultural community, the
position of the Japanese within it was distinctive as well as enigmatic and thus in
contrast with that of other As/at/cs.

The apparently earliest Japanese contact regarding the Northern Territory refers to a
proposal put to the South Australian government in 1 876 regarding the settlement of
Japanese immigrants on the coast of the Northern Territory. 2 Two years prior to the
Japanese settlement proposal, Palmerston had been described as a 'makeshift town'
with a population of approximately three hundred. It was then in its first decade of
existence, the first NT settlement that would turn out to be permanent.
John Stokes after him, J.T. Manton had recommended 4 it as a town site due to its
vast natural harbour, situated about 70 miles due west of 'Stuart's Tree' which
marked the spot where the unwavering explorer John McDouall Stuart had reached
the shores of Van Diemen Gulf on 24 July 1862, after traversing the continent from
Adelaide.

2

P.Donovan, Defendinu the Northern Gateway, ANU, 1989, p.30;

Donovan, o. cit., p. 26
A. W. Powell, Far Country, 2.ed., MUP, 1988 P. 81
In 1967 the NT Historical Society (P.Spillett) erected a commemorative cairn at Pt. Stuart in
the location which McDouall Stuart indicated in his journal. The original tree had been
destroyed by termites. Writer then resident on Pt. Stuart Stn; cf. J.M. Stuart, Explorations
Across the Continent of Australia 1861-62 (Facsimile of 1863 orig.), Adelaide, 1962
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The port facilities which this harbour basin offered became the most significant factor
in Darwin's early history, hence the name change in 1911 from Palmerston to Darwin.
During that year control for the Northern Territory would pass from South Australia
to the Federal Government in Melbourne after almost half a century of liability. The
Northern Territory had been annexed to South Australia since 1863, a most decisive
step for early northern development:

On 6 July 1 863 Letters Patent, revocable at Britain's will, were issued annexing
the Northern Territory to South Australia. 6

Seven years after Stuart, with the patronage of the South Australian government
assured, Surveyor-General G. Goyder arrived at the site of the future Palmerston on
5 February 1869. Its harbour was, and still is, referred to as Port Darwin. With the
image of a grid plan in his mind a legacy of Roman colonisation the resolute Goyder
-

-

saw to it that surveying and gazetting was completed by the time he left on 28
September 1869. Military-type grids had become the model for Australian urban
development, with the layout for Adelaide by CoI. William Light perhaps the most
successful compromise of rigid grid and natural, open spaces, taking into account the
site's topography.

Goyder's action disregarded millennia of Aboriginal custodianship over the area,
particularly that of the Larakia who inhabited the environs of the harbour basin. 8 A.W.
Powell, Far Country points out that Goyder realised the infringement and foresaw
problems but did not doubt European superiority over 'these miserable specimens of
humanity'.

6

J.Bassett, The Concise Oxford Dictionary of Australian History, MUP, 1987, p.195;
Powell, oo. cit., p. 74

Powell, op.cit.ibid., pp.81-83; A. Markus, Fear & Hatred, Sydney, 1979, p. 235 uses the
absence of contemporary references to Light's descent as the illegitimate son of a
Portuguese-Siamese woman [and British father] as one example for the relative absence of
racism in early colonial Australia and argues that it developed when the first problems with
the Chinese emerged in the early 1 850s.
8

Statement asserted by Mickey Gaden, Larakia Elder in contact with writer, 1968
Powell, op.cit., p.83; M.G. Kerr, The Surveyors, Rigby 1971, p.86
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The peopling of the Northern Territory, and most crucially, its northern outpost,
Palmerston, became an urgent and ongoing issue for the South Australian government.
10

Experiences with Chinese miners rioting on the Victorian goldfields and at Lambing

Flats, New South Wales had created a measure of animosity and resentment as well
12
as restrictive legislation.
Yet the abandonment of the proposal for a Japanese
settlement on the Northern Territory coast was not overtly caused by fears of a Yellow
peril but by the government of Japan ultimately declining the offer. 13

The concept of a Japanese settlement in the North was based on the missionary work
of Wilton Hack, an Australian in Japan who was hoping to take back to Australia a
group of converts. 14

Ernestine Hill describes the same episode but records it differently:

Finally, North Australia was offered to the Japanese.. .the Reverend Wilton
Hack, on tour of the east, was deputed by the South Australian government to
visit Tokyo ... should they desire to emigrate, the government would pay their
passages, but each must bring a year's provisions.

Hill's comment indicates on the one hand the anxiety of the South Australian
government to populate the north, on the other hand it reflects concern over four

10

S.A. Parliamentary Records, 1 869

Bassett, oiicit., p.150; T.G. Jones, The Chinese in the Northern Territory,
NTU Press, 1990, p.2
12

A.T. Yarwood, Asian Miciration to Australia, MUP, 1964, Ch.I, 'The Late Colonial Background'

J. Cross, Wilton Hack and Japanese Immigration in North Australia, RGSA (SA), Proceedincis,
vol. LXI, pp. 55-9

13

14

Ibid.

lb

E. Hill, The Territory, Sydney 1970, p.142 Hill's narrative is very descriptive and quite
informative but at times her vivid imagination gallops away with her
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failed attempts at northern settlement. 16

While the South Australian Government attempted to find solutions to the
development of its Northern Territory, momentous changes were occurring in Japan
which will be addressed in due course. Meanwhile, the writer considers it relevant to
stress that Christianity has been a decisive factor in Japanese history in a paradoxical
way although in modern Japan Christians represent a marginal minority. 17

The Christian faith became strictly forbidden in the early seventeenth century although
tiny enclaves of underground Christians were discovered after the 'opening of Japan'.
18

They were remnants of the proselytising by Portuguese Jesuit missionaries in

sixteenth century Japan. An early western appraisal of the Japanese comes from
Francis Xavier:

The people whom we have met so far are the best who have yet been
discovered, and it seems to me that we shall never find among heathens
another race to equal the Japanese. They are people of very good manners,
good in general, and not malicious; they are men of honour above all else in the
world.

16

Port Essington 1 824; Fort Dundas on Melville Island; Fort Wellington at Raffles Bay,
Palmerston at Escape Cliffs 1 864-1 867, after annexation by SA; P. Spillett, Forsaken
Settlement, Melb., 1972; Powell, op.cit., Chs.2&3; Populate the North! cf. H.I. London,
Non-White Immigration and the White Australia Policy, 1 970: Fear of an imminent Asian
invasion and in addition a possible threat to security from the non-white minority group
within the country. It was argued that this minority group could exert diplomatic pressure
on the Australian Government or provoke tensions that would weaken the national security;
cf. also 'John Newman Debate', ABC Broadcast, September 1994
M. B. Jansen and G. Rozman (eds.), Japan in Transition from Tokugawa to Meiji, Princeton
Univ. Press, 1986, passim P. Akamatsu, Meiji 1 868 Revolution and Counter-Revolution
in Japan, Allen & Unwin, 1972,
passim

17

-

18

C.R. Boxer, The Christian Century in Japan, Berkeley,
1 967; Shunsuke Tsurumi, An Intellectual History of Wartime
Japan 1931-1945, KPI, London, 1986, pp. 43-5; The
paradoxical position of Christianity in Japan with its 16.
century success and subsequent suppression meant that
Christian concepts such as 'Love thy enemy' were foreign to
Japanese ethos.

19

Boxer, on. cit., ibid., p. 37
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In the writer's view, Xavier's comment is still relevant in the twentieth century. The
dichotomy of honour and shame has remained a fundamental aspect of Japanese
20
ethics.
Much of Japan's political behaviour consistently reflects this. This aspect
will be discussed further in Chapters Three and Five.

The Jesuits' increasing influence and the rapidity with which they converted the
Japanese became so alarming to the ruling shogun, Hide yoshi, that twenty six
Christians were crucified upside-down at Nagasaki in 1597. 21 The Jesuits who had
exerted a remarkably strong religious and economic influence, particularly in Kyushu,
with Nagasaki as their base, were rigorously expelled. The allegiance to an emperorlike pope in Rome was seen as incompatible with the concept of a divinely descended
Japanese emperor. As a result of several shogunal edicts 22 Japan was effectively
closed to western contact and influence and not reopened until the Treaty of

20

R. Benedict, The Chrysanthemum and the Sword, 1946, Boston, passim; S. & M. Harries,
1991, Soldiers of the Sun The Rise and Fall of the lmrerial Japanese Army, Part Vll/32;
-

C. Carr-Gregg, Japanese Prisoners of War in Revolt: The Outbreaks at Featherston and
Cowra during World War II, UQP, 1978,
Ch. I, 'The Status of Prisoners of War in Western
and Japanese Society', Ch.4, 'Japanese Personality and Value Orientation'
21

cf. R. Storry, A History of Modern Jaran, Penguin, 1956, p. 58; Shogun: barbarian-expelling
generalissimo. The shoguns who ruled on behalf of the emperor became known as bakufu,
referring to the generals' field encampment, or tent government. In some respects shogunal
rule under the Tokugawa became absolute. It escaped the attention of some early western
observers that the enigmatic, spiritual powerforce remained embodied in the persona of the
tenno, or Emperor.

22

Ibid., pp. 59-65, 90
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decreed several ports open to American trade. 23

From Wilton Hack's perspective it made sense to want to nurture his newly converted
flock in Christian Australia, particularly since the South Australian government was
actively seeking immigrants to populate its Northern Territory. 24 The nineteenth
century image of a totally isolated north coast has increasingly given way to the
concept of a northern gateway. In fact, Buginese trepang fishermen are known to
have entered this northern gateway for an estimated 300 years or more. 25

If any Japanese arrived on the north Australian coast before the 1870s it is difficult
to tell. Despite Japan's self-imposed seclusion from the west, a trickle of trade and
cultural exchange had been retained via the sole Dutch trading post Deshima, in
Nagasaki harbour. 26 The Dutch were seen primarily as traders, not proselytisers for
a foreign faith. Yet, they too, were extremely restricted. Profitable trading was only
possible if it was undertaken from Batavia (now Jakarta).

Descriptions of the South Pacific and its potential as well as navigation details could
have been passed onto the Japanese by the Dutch on Deshima since some Japanese
interpreters clandestinely provided inside information about Japan. 27 Archaeological
excavations in Jakarta confirm that Japanese ceramics, dating to the seventeenth

23

Ibid., p. 90: 1854 Treaty of Kanagawa followed second visit to 'Edo Bay' by Commodore
Perry.
24

Cross, o. cit., ibid. Rivett, K. (ed.), Australia and the Non-White Migrant, 1975,
Ch.2, The
Way to the Present

26

L.A. Riddett, The Gateway and the Gatekeepers: An Examination of Darwin's Relationship with
Asia and Asians 1942-1993, Paper presented at British Australian Studies Association
Conference, University of Kent UK, Sept. 1994

26

E. Kaempfer, History of Japan, (T.lator J. C. Scheuchzer F.R.S.), London, 1727 (1906
facsimile); E. Kaempfer, born 16 September 1651 in Lemgo, Westphalia, was on Deshima from
1 689 to 1692, employed by the Dutch as a ship's Physician. His collection of manuscripts artefacts
and memorabilia was bought by Sir Hans Sloane after Kaempfer's death in 1716. The Kaempfer
material became part of the founding collection of the British Museum, London (MP-K)
27

J.Z. Bowers, Western Medical Pioneers in Feudal Japan, USA, 1970, passim. This is an
unusual book by an American doctor of medicine who became fascinated with the history
of western physicians in Japan
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century, when Japan was 'closed', reached Batavia. 28

It is however unlikely that any Japanese persons would have arrived on Australia's
shores prior to the late 1860s

-

except by shipwreck

-

since emigration had been

punishable by death under the Tokugawa, with several gruesome precedents and a
strictly enforced census system as deterrents. 29 The 'peaceful', if somewhat strained
conditions within Japan throughout the Tokugawa, or Edo, period had as their
ideological base a centripetal stance. It focused on Japan's mythical origins, implying
divine descent from the Sun goddess Amaterasu omikami. 30

The imperial dynasty remained shrouded behind the metaphorical chrysanthemum
curtain of strict court etiquette, elevating the persona of the emperor to divine status
while keeping him remote from the people. 31 The emperor resided in seclusion in
Kyoto, state affairs were in the hands of the also dynastic Tokugawa shoguns who
governed from Edo (now Tokyo). This not only created a sense of awe in the ordinary
people but also implied superiority, invincibility and isolationist policies which
significantly influenced Japan's political course. In late nineteenth century Japan,
these features provided a singularly favourable base for the nurturing of an
increasingly fierce nationalism, coupled with militarism.

Since Chinese emigration was also severely restricted one wonders how so many
Chinese entered Australia, including the Northern Territory, from 1 874 onwards, when
the arrival in Port Darwin of 189 Chinese from Singapore was recorded. 32 It was the
discovery of Australian gold which lured them, as well as the service industries which

28

Ceramic Society of Indonesia, 1981,
Excavation Report at Pasar Ikan, Jakarta: Japanese
ceramics XVII-IXX centuries, 155 items, 5.38% of total excavation H.M. Ambary (ed)., 1981
29

Storry, or). cit., pp. 62-65
Amaterasu omikami, deity of the Sun is complemented by her brother Susanowono-Mikoto,
the violent god of the Storm; cf. Benedict, op. cit.; Storry, op. cit., pp. 20-28

30

31

Chrysanthemum curtain or -cloak: orig. China; The chrysanthemum has long been considered
as one of the noblest of all flowers by the Japanese, and the crest of the imperial household
is based on it. cf. J. W. Dower, The Elements of Japanese Design, 1982

32

T.G. Jones, The Chinese in the Northern Territory, NTU Press, 1990, p5, plate p.16: After
only 5 Chinese recorded in Palmerston, 1872, 187(sic) arrive aboard Vidar 5.8.1874.
Invoice to Cptn. Douglas lists 189 coolies.
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arose from mining communities.
T. G. Jones, The Chinese in the Northern Territory, points out that the majority of
Chinese came via Singapore and Hongkong which was accessible from Kwangtung
province. The Treaty of Tientsin had guaranteed access to 'all parts of her Britannic
majesty's territories.' Many Chinese arrived on the credit ticket system. Their fares
would be advanced by their recruiter, to be paid back through their labour:

.there is no written contract and no recourse to the law courts. The whole
transaction from beginning to end is arranged by the Chinese in their own
peculiar fashion to the mutual profit, no doubt, of merchant and laborer. 31

Most Japanese, by contrast, arrived under a different system, that of indentured
labour. The term implies a signed, conditional contract over a specific period of time.
Such contracts were taken out by Japanese divers and fishermen who were beginning
to arrive in Australia in the last two decades of the nineteenth century in spite of
restrictive immigration laws introduced in Australia from 1851 onwards. 36

True settlers most of the Japanese were not. Neither would the term 'coolie' have
applied to them. It is one of the peculiar traits about Japanese contact with the
Northern Territory that even at the time of early contact, they arrived as specialists
and skilled workers. Most of them would become involved in pearlshellfishing and
occupations arising from it. 37 The majority of Japanese lived aboard the pearling
luggers and thus represented a transient factor demographically. 38

33

Eylmann, E., Die Eincieborenen der Kolonie Suedaustralien, Berlin, 1908, Ch. XXV, Die
Beziehungen zwischen den Eingeborenen und den Europaern und Asiaten
34

Treaty of Tientsin 0 858) and Conventions of Peking pushed for modernisation and opening
of certain Chinese ports which was granted; remained a symbol of foreign imperialism
cf.B.Hook (ed.), CambridcieEncyclodaedia of China, 1982 ; Jones, op.cit., p. IX

36

Jones, 01.cit., p.X
° A. T. Yarwood, Attitudes to Non-European lmmiciration, Cassell Australia, Melbourne, (1968),
1980, pp. 80-2, pp. 107-11

37

A. T. Yarwood, 1967, op. cit., Ch. I, The Late Colonial Background
The main article in the pearling industry were not pearls, but pearlshells which supplied
mother-of pearl for buttons and other products. From the 1 880s to World War II a
substantial Japanese pearling community developed in Broome, WA which needs to be
researched further; cf. A. Bain, Full Fathom Five, Artlook Books, Perth, 1982
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NT Government Resident's Reports contain 'Port Darwin data' on Japanese arrivals
and departures. Of a total of 551 seamen engaged and discharged at Port Darwin from
1 January to 31 December 1896, 256 were Japanese. These figures remain fuzzy
since they do not specify engagement and discharge separately, nor do they indicate
where the Japanese resided. The 1901 Report is more helpful in asserting that 197
Japanese lived in the NT. Of these, 164 were males and 33, females. 39

The Japanese pearlshellers were assessed very positively in a report by the marine
biologist, Seville-Kent in 1893:

The Japanese who had been engaged in the industry as early as 1885, were
highly efficient and their virtues were praised by their employers. Broome
shellers described them, in 1893, as the most industrious, thrifty and wellconducted element in the town while at Darwin they seemed 'a fine, sturdy lot
of men'. Queenslanders were equally impressed with their industry, frugality
and thrift, an official [was] referring to them as 'indefatigable little fellows'. 40

In Palmerston, (Darwin from 1911), so-called Chinatown developed, described in detail
by Agnes Hannan and T.G. Jones. 41 Although the number of Chinese fluctuated from
the 1 870s up to World War II, largely as a result of the adoption of further restrictive
legislation on non-white immigration, they always outnumbered other As/at/cs, such
as Filipinos, Malays, Bugis and Japanese. 42 Chinatown is to be understood as an
umbrella term for As/at/cstown although Ernestine Hill comments:

The Front Gate of Australia looked more like a back street in Pekin.

'

39

SANT Reports 1895-1905

40

Report to Fisheries Department, WA 17 August, 1 893; NT Gvt. Resident Report, 1 893 in
J.P.S. Bach, 'The Pearlshelling Industry and the 'White Australia Policy": Hist. Studies
Austr.& NZ, May 1962 Univ. of Melbourne, Vol.10 No. 38, 1962
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A.F. Hannan, ALL Out! The Effect of Evacuation and LandAquisition on the Darwin Chinese
1941-1.954, Ba.hons.Thesis, Monash 1985; Jones, op. cit. passim
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Chinese Immigration Restriction and Regulation Act, 1861, Bassett, o. cit., p.150; Eylmann,
op.cit.,ibid
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Hill, op.cit., p. 209
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It became an ongoing concern for the South Australian government to devise schemes
which would attract settlers and investors to the Northern Territory. An investigatory
visit by the Earl of Kintore in 1891 was one such attempt at finding solutions for
northern development.

During a subsequent visit by Lady Kintore and her two

daughters aboard SS Catherthun the Northern Territory Times reported:

(There were) seventeen varieties of Europeans present and the inevitable
medley of Chinese, Hindus, Japs and various other descriptions of mixed
humanity common to our free and enlightened community. A Mr. Watanabe
from Tokyo came to learn of Australia's plan for settlement of colonies of
industrious Japanese.

45

Hill describes how the sounds of bells and gongs welcomed the year of Federation,
1901.
She also depicts how the Japanese in Chinatown celebrated their Emperor's
birthday:

Japs of the pearling fleet on the Mikado's birthday strung wires across
Cavenagh Street for a pyrotechnic Son of Heaven, nine feet high, green, yellow
and red, with wickedly winking eyes. 'Japanee all-same debil-debil!' the blacks
fled squealing. 46

While the Northern Territory would remain annexed to South Australia for another ten
years, euphoria about the expected financial boost that a Federal government
indicated, was great:

Poor whites raised their glasses to the Commonwealth-to-be, to all the promises
for the grand awakening of the north as the crown of a White Australia. For the
Federal Parliament, in confidence and pride, had pledged itself to take over the
Territory, with its national debt of 3.000 000 Pound for a thousand stony-broke
people, and to build the trans-continental railway to open the Front

44

Jones, or. cit.,

46

Hill, op.cit., p. 210

46 1b1d., p.217

p.

39
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Gate...Ultima-Thule was a land of promise overnight.

Due to the small size of Palmerston with its enormous hinterland the only continuous
-

connection with Adelaide being the Overland Telegraph 48 and the unsealed clearing
which provided the base for the distant procession of cabled telegraph poles

-

prospects for trade had not looked good. There were expectations in the realm of
primary production, mining and coastal shipping which swelled the numbers of wouldbe investors in the Territory's resources. However, without a solid, all-weather
connection with the southern states the Northern Territory had, indeed, represented
a heavy liability for South Australia.

49

A transcontinental railway, it was argued, would solve the dilemma and entice
investors, miners, graziers and traders alike to the north. This project, a hundred years
hence remains incomplete and is currently very much in focus again to underline the
importance of Port Darwin as a gateway and the necessity to link this gateway with
southern centres. 50 It is also an argument used in the debate on northern defence. 51
Political and cultural missions to the USA and Europe in the 1880s and nineties 52
increased Japan's chances to function in a modern world, radically different from that
of feudal Japan. As a consequence, scatterings of Japanese traders and seafarers
began to venture outwards. By 1890, Japanese were working regularly on North
Australian pearling luggers as divers and skilled labourers. 53 During the same phase,

pp. 217-18

48

Donovan, P., A Land Full of Possibilities: A History of South Australia's Northern Territory,
1981,
Chs. I & Il; Eylmann, or).cit, pp. 5*23: Dr Erhard Eylmann travelled alone on
horseback from Adelaide Feb. 1 896 to Palmerston, followed the Overland Telegraph,
returned to Germany from Adelaide 1 898

411

50

SANT Reports, op. cit., ibid. (up to 1911)

Northern Territory News 7 September 1994,
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Donovan, op. cit., pp. 138-42

52

M. B. Jansen (ed), 1989,
The Cambridne History of Japan, Vol. 5
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II, MA hons Thesis, UNE, 1989
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Chinese continued to arrive on Australian shores in search of gold. The Japanese
never played a significant role in the early mining industry.

Communications between the South Australian government and that of Japan
regarding the possibility of Japanese settlement on Australia's northcoast indicated
that, within two decades, Japan had turned from her centripetal, secluded condition
to one of outward mobility since Commodore Perry, on behalf of the United States of
America, had at first 54 demanded access to Japanese ports in 1853. The transfer of
power fifteen years later from the Tokugawa shoguns back to the heir of Japan's
2000 year old imperial dynasty heralded the beginning of western-style modernisation
for Japan under the reign of Mutsuhito tenno, who became known as Emperor Meiji.
55

It seems logical from a Me//i perspective that emigration schemes would have had very
low priority, if any. To learn from the red-haired, round-eyed barbarians 56 was one
thing, but to leave Japan behind and live among them must have seemed quite
preposterous to a people to whom their homeland, Japan, was unsurpassed. However,
for the small group of Japanese who did arrive in Australia's north, contact was
friendly, but somewhat fleeting. Due to the segregative nature of the indentured
labour system Territorians and Japanese, with few exceptions, met on a superficial
level. Literature and early reports indicate that the Japanese were viewed with a
mixture of curiosity, wonderment and skepticism. Their remoteness and a tendency
for specialisation surrounded the Japanese with an enigma which distinguished them
within the context of the 'Asiatic' community in Palmerston.

Due to their dependability the Japanese pearlers would not be as affected by the 1901
Immigration Restriction Act as were the Chinese:

The White Australia Policy will be neither weakened nor imperilled by allowing
the pearlshelling industry to continue as at present conducted... the life [is]

64

Reischauer and Craig, Japan Tradition and Transformation, Allen & Unwin, Sydney, 1989
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incompatible with that which a European worker is entitled to live.
The Japanese had been successful in their protests against the restrictive measures
expressed five years ealier in the 1896 'Pearlshell Bill'

Bitter protests came from Japan against this reduction to what was called slave labour
status of a people by whose efforts alone, in Japanese opinion, an Australian industry
had been developed. 58

A motivating factor to lobby for restrictions was expressed in the 'Hamilton Report':

The [Australian] fleet owners were quick to see the cause of their troubles...
supported by others who feared a Japanese advance in tropical
agriculture ... they organized a vigorous campaign against alien ownership and
sought legislative protection. 59
The fact that the pearlshelling industry survived well into the 1950s
interruption caused by World War II

-

-

with an

can be seen as an indication that a modus

vivendi had been found early which enabled the Japanese to continue their work in
Australia irrespective of the restrictions on Asian immigration. Their numbers
nevertheless remained small.

On a more international level the initially forced exposure of the Japanese people to
western influence would not remain a one-sided affair: as eagerly as the Japanese
began to adopt western clothes, mannerisms and much technology, the western
countries began to develop more than a fleeting interest in things Japanese.
'Japonisme' exerted a strong influence in the visual and fine arts towards the turn of
the century and beyond. Australia, too, was gripped by 'Mikado-mania' as Alison

Royal Commission 1916 Report in J.P.S. Bach, op. cit., ibid.
58

Old. Hansard 1898 Vol.3, p.720 in Bach, op. cit.

69 Registrar General's Report on Vital Statistics, Old., year ending 1 December 1 897 in Bach,

o. cit., p.208
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Broinowski describes in The Yellow Lady 60

The Geisha, a British musical comedy, had forty-two performances at the

Princess Theatre in Melbourne in 1 898. Japanese performers were painted from
life. Mikado-mania . . imagery was still current when the artist Margaret Preston
went to a Mikado party in Melbourne under Japanese umbrellas. 61
.

One cannot help wondering if 'Japanese umbrellas' may have been in use in
Palmerston to protect against the capricious tropical sun and prolonged monsoonal
downpours. Indications of what it was like to live in Darwin will be recalled by
members of one Japanese pioneer family who will be introduced in the next chapter.
Their images exemplify the processes of adaptation to a European lifestyle on the one
hand and a careful nurturing of Japanese values on the other.

'Japonisme' influenced for example Arthur Streeton, Charles Conder, Roy de Maistre, Rupert
Bunny et al. cf. A. Broinowski, The Yellow Lady, OUP, 1992, Ch.4, 'Image-makers'

60

61

Ibid., p.31

CHAPTER II
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1905-1939
A PARADOXICAL ALLY

Australia, last and smallest continent
is situated in the Orient
she never bothered much to her disgrace
to teach her children how her neighbours live
or what is owed to them for what they give.
In culture, commerce, art and in defence,
much has been given, but with insolence.
Australians with the west preoccupied
like football-barrackers, have been one-eyed.
This leads to danger as they cannot be
smug isolationists and yet be free. 1

1

T. Inglis-Moore, 1935, in A. Broinowski, The Yellow Lady, 1992. p.59
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'
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Japan's rapid modernisation during the Meiji period gave rise to speculation by
western observers who watched her development with alarm. In 1905 the Japanese
Imperial Forces emerged victoriously from their relatively brief, but decisive war
against Russia. Richard Storry comments:

There is a certain quality about the Russo-Japanese War that stands out all the more
clearly by contrast with all the horrors that have happened since. For one thing this
struggle, like the Sino-Japanese War ten years earlier, was relatively short. It lasted for
less than eighteen months. The victories on land and sea were dramatic and clear-cut.
Both sides fought with remarkable courage, and with some chivalry. Japanese
treatment of Russian prisoners was more than correct: it was generous and humane.
Two men on the Japanese side captured the imagination of the world

-

among the

soldiers, Nogi; among the sailors, Toga. In the eyes of the public in Britain and America
the issue was excitingly clear. 'Gallant Little Japan' was standing up to the Russian
Bear, for whom perhaps only the French felt much affection. 2

This unprecedented victory of an Asian nation over a European enemy is now seen as
the watershed in the decline of European colonialism in Asia. C.H. Kirmess, The
Australian Crisis, published 1909, was obviously influenced by the outcome of the
Russo-Japanese War. While Kirmess's fiction is at times 'stranger than strange' it
says much about the early years of Federation and Australia's paradoxical fear of and
fascination with, the Yellow peril. An Australian brand of nationalism shows in
Kirmess's choice of macho images and his nostalgia for the White Guard, tough
frontiersmen and defenders of Australia's vulnerable north. Ultimately, the White
Guard is unable to expel the armed Japanese settlers who are at the same time
depicted as abhorrent and fascinating, as cruel and capable, and above all as
indefatigable.

While Kirmess's book appears absurd on one level, it nevertheless reflects
2

R. Storry, op. cit., p.139
J. Hartmann, Das Geschichtsbuch, Frankurt, 1956, p.194 Mikisone Hane, Jaran A Historical
Survey, USA, 1972,
V. Valentin, WeltQeschichte, Band II, Knaur, 1963,
'Die Teilung der
Welt', pp. 1147-1175
-

C.H. Kirmess, The Australian Crisis, W. Scott, London, 1908
6

Ibid., Ch.Xl, 'Furor Australlensis'
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stereotypical ways in which Japanese have been viewed by Australians. Kirmess
associates constant activity, orderliness, impenetrability as being typical of the
Japanese. In his imagery, Australians feel threatened by these traits and view the
Japanese with curiousity, suspicion and fear. 6 Kirmess is not the only author who
views the Japanese as distinctive while other Asians, for example Malays or Siamese
are not assessed in a similarly segregational manner.
One aspect which possibly enhanced the tendency to view the Japanese as different
may have been a reflection of the fact that in her long history, Japan had never been
invaded. When Japan was threatened by the fleet of Khubilai Khan in 1281, invasion
was diverted by a typhoon which destroyed much of the Mongol fleet. The kamikaze,
or 'divine wind' of this typhoon has loomed large in the historical memory of the
Japanese, confirming them in their belief that Japan was indeed a unique and 'divine'
country.

The Japanese were very proud of this independent status which, in the Darwin
context, contrasted with that of Filipinos, Macassans and Malays all of whom had
been under colonial rule. The only Southeast Asian country which had not been
colonised by the late nineteenth century was Siam (Thailand). It did not appear to
have designs on becoming a belligerent. Japan however had developed the internal
organisation and strength to confront Russia after less than forty years of the New
ImperialArmy's introduction. Japan appeared to be handling her internal as well as her
foreign affairs more determinedly and aggressively than any of the Southeast Asian
nations were able to do. 8

In North Australia, the Japanese remained 'out of sight', comparatively speaking. Their
numbers in Darwin were never substantial enough to outnumber the Chinese in
Chinatown. 9 Due to the renewal of the British-Japanese Alliance in 1911 Japan would
emerge from World War I in what she perceived as a strengthened position. It would

6

cf. R.Hardjono, White Tribe of Asia, Sydney 1993,
pp. 88-9, passim
Reischauer & Craig, 0i.cit., pp. 47-49
6

M. McIntyre, The Shogun Inheritance Japan and the Legacy of the Samurai, New York, 1981
-

Jones, op. cit., Writer and P. Murakami, 31 October 1994
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provide Japan with the opportunity to take over former German colonial possessions
10

which, it can be argued, were of greater strategic importance to Japan than to

Germany at the time.

It soon became apparent, however, that in the international arena Japan was not
treated as an equal by her allies. 11 This repulsion and the fact that since the 1905
victory over Russia in the Tsushima Straits, 12 Japan had continued to take a keen
interest in military strategy and technology benefited the training and equipping of her
Imperial Army. High-ranking officers were trained in western-style military academies,
or in Europe. Notions of superiority became apparent, manifest for example in the socalled 'Twenty one Demands' on China in late 1914. 13 Japan experienced World War
I as an Ally of Britain. However, Japan's treatment at the conclusion of the Treaty of
Versailles, especially by the Australian delegate, Prime Minister W.M. Hughes, left
much resentment. 14 These factors, combined with a dogmatic nationalism, would set
Japan on a traumatic path which she continued to pursue throughout the 1920s.

As images of the Japanese are a focal point of this dissertation, the writer has
scanned some of the relevant literature to gain an understanding of the interactions
between Territorians and Japanese in the 1930s. Pearl fishermen were still calmly
present in northern waters when Xavier Herbert who was Protector of Aborigines in
the Northern Territory wrote Carricornia. 15 Although supposedly fictitious, his book
creates a realistic image of the racial divisions and prejudices that prevailed in the
1930s.
It etches the double standards which were commonplace regarding the sexual
relations of white men with Aboriginal women. It makes however, little mention of any
Japanese except a woman of mixed descent, an example of sexual contact between

10

Bassett, op. cit., p.4

11

Hartmann, op. cit., pp.191-228

12

M. Harries, Soldiers of the Sun
York, 1991, pp. 91-2

-

The Rise and Fall ofthe Imperial Japanese Army, New

13

Career of Tojo Hideki: Tokyo War Crime Trials Intern. Prosecution Section, British Division,
Doc. No. 7520; 21 Demands draft December 1914: W.G. Beasley, The Modern History of
Japan, 2.ed., Weidenfeld & Nicolson, London, 1975, pp. 203-4
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Japanese men and Aboriginal women. No derogatory statements against the Japanese
are made by Herbert's characters.

Since Herbert had been the Protector of Aborigines his main interest lies in that area.
He does not appear to have paid much attention to the Japanese. Almost fifty years
after the appearance of Capricornia, Herbert, in a letter to F. Kilgariff, describes the
16
Japanese as 'cliquey'. The reference is too brief to give a clear indication if Herbert
makes it from his own observations in the Northern Territory in the 1920s
and thirties.

M. Dewar mentions contact between Japanese crews on pearlfishing vessels and
Arnhemland Aborigines. Her thesis stresses the sense of sovereignty Arnhemlanders
upheld towards foreign fishermen. A massacre of five Japanese at Caledon Bay in
1932 is not interpreted as an act of aggression against the Japanese because of their
'foreigness' but is due to tribulations arising from sexual transgressions. 17 It appears
to have been an isolated incident, but the Caledon Bay drama generated an unusual
epilogue which is taken up by I. McIntosh in a forthcoming book. He traced the
etymology of the name Gin ylmu which occurs among the Gumatj and found that it
was used through two generations in reference to a Japanese Caledon survivor, Kinju.
Surprisingly, the original Kinju returned to Yirrkala in the 1960s for a nostalgic visit
recorded by Fred Gray. According to Mcintosh's observation K/nju's survival appeared
to have been regarded as significant by the Aborigines, and the continuity of his name
commemorates this. The name is used by the Gumatj' 8 in a way that transcends time.

In trying to locate Japanese names in the Darwin region, the writer repeatedly came
across the name 'Murakami'. The name also appears in the Northern Territory
Dictionary of Biography. 19 The writer was prompted to find out more about the
contributor of the segment on Murakami, the late Fay Kilgariff. Dossiers of
unpublished documents, in the custody of the Northern Territory State Library,

16

Herbert to Kilgariff, NTSL, F. Kilgariff Papers, Dossier No. 2
M. Dewar, Strange bedfeio ws: Europeans andAborigines in Arnhem Landbe fore World War
II MA (Hons) Thesis, UNE, 1989
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Darwin, provide glimpses of the 'Murakami Story'. The first family member to arrive
on North Australia's shores was Murakami Yasukichi. 20 Kilgariff's description of
Murakami, backed by documentary evidence, confirms an image of industriousness,
dedication to work and an acceptance, or at least, tolerance of the Japanese by the
local communities in Broome WA and later, in Darwin. 21
As a sixteen-year old boy, Murakami had arrived in Cossack, WA on 8 August 1 897
where he started working as a rouseabout in the pearlshell industry. Broome became
dominated by a Japanese presence. A Mr. Nishioka owned a general store in Broome
where Murakami worked and developed close bonds with the storeowner and his
family. Mr Nishioka introduced him to photography which would remain a fascination
for Murakami, who inherited the Nishioka store. Yasukichi Murakami 22 developed a
reputation for dependability and ingenuity.
He distinguished himself by quelling a race riot in Broome, 1920, in which four
Koepangers and two Japanese were killed. 23 Five years later, Yasu Murakami married
the Australian-born Shigeno (Theresa) Murata. 1925 was also the year when the
Japanese Government awarded Murakami for his services in promoting friendship and
trade between Japan and Australia. 24 Murakami had been devising a new type of
diving suit over a period of time. In 1926 he applied to have the suit patented. 25

20

writer
The has introduced M urakami Yasukichi with his family name ahead of the given name

as is customary in Japan. In keeping with the positioning of the names of other family

members, he will be referred to as Yasukichi Murakami or Yasu Murakami in the text.

21

The Fay Kilgariff Collection Dos. 1 -3, NT State Library, Darwin
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Due to the close relationship with the Nishiokas, Yasukichi Murakami has at times been
referred to as Yasu Nishioka. Writer and P. Murakami 31 October 1994

23

Peter Murakami was told as a young boy that his father had received a distinction for his
handling of the incident. Writer and P. Murakami 31 October 1994

24

Award from J.Govt Kilg. Papers data

25

Murakami's design was based on a principle similar to aqualungs. It reduced the risk of air
supply pipes becoming blocked and damaged by snags or shark attack. Writer and
P. Murakami 31 October 1994
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The Murakamis moved to Darwin in 1934. 26 At this time, Hitler had become firmly
established as the head of state in Germany (1933) and Japan, criticised for its
forward move into Manchuria, left the League of Nations in 1934. Neither of these
consequential events seemed to impinge on the tropical, colonial, carefree lifestyle of
Darwin and its residents. In many respects though when the 1938 sesquicentenary
of European settlement in Australia arrived, the Territory had been a place of
frustrated effort:

It remained a vast iceberg of failure, unmelted by the soft, warm waters of
neighbouring success. 27

Yasu Murakami had brought to Darwin a reputation as peacemaker, inventor and
innovative pearler. He had visited the cultured pearl farms of Mikimoto in Japan who
had offered him work. He decided however to open a photographic studio in Darwin.
A group of photographs in the Kilgariff Collection 28 reveal his finesse as a
photographer. Murakami's photographs include a self portrait, and various Japanese
persons on outings in automobiles, including a Japanese doctor and his family. 29
Divers needed close medical supervision, the 'bends' were a constant threat to their
health. Most Japanese involved in the pearlshell industry in Darwin lived on luggers,
in a Japanese enclave near the wharf and some, like the Murakamis, in Chinatown.30
A report executed by the Northern Territory Administration states that one hundred
indentured labourers were engaged in the pearling industry at 30 June, 1939:

26

Yasukichi and Theresa had nine children of whom eight are alive, three reside in Japan
(1994); Writer and P. Murakami, 31 October 1994

27

Grenfell Price quoted in Powell, op. cit., p74
28

Yasukichi Murukami was a skilled photographer. He was consulted by Officers of the 'Darwin
Mobile Force' (1938-40) re Japanese language and culture

29

Yasu Murakami had a passion for motorcars. Peter Murakami remembers that his father
owned three: a Columbia, an Essex and a Sunbeam Ta/bot. Peter remembers as a child how
his father's cars would scramble up 'Gilruth's Neck' on their way to Myilly Point, one of the
few 'steep' climbs in Darwin.
30

Japanese divers had to attend the hospital in Darwin where 'Asiatics' were segregated from
Europeans. In Broome, the Japanese had their own private hospital. The Japanese diver's
enclave in Darwin represented a southeastern addendum to Chinatown.
Writer and P. Murakami, 31 October 1994.
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Of these sixty three were Japanese, twenty eight Dutch Malays, eight
Koepangers, and one Chinese. The number of indentured men employed
showed a decrease of 116 on the previous year's number. 31
The dwindling numbers may have been a reflection of Japan's ongoing war with China
or an aftereffect of the Great Depression. Generally, the Japanese had always been
very self-contained; they remained quite well-liked and accepted by the Darwin
community:

Although there was some resentment against the local Japanese because of
Japan's war with China, to this day old residents speak well of the Japanese
residents of Darwin who were there until 1 941! 32
A gregarious reception and generous extension of hospitality by the Administrator and
other government officials, had painted a picture of mutual interest and acceptance
when Japanese training ships visited Darwin in 1937, and again in 1938 as
photographs in the Northern Territory Archives indicate.

The welcoming overtures

of Darwin society towards the crews of the Japanese training ships create an image
of the political naivete of Territorians and, at the same time an image of Darwin's and
the north coast's vulnerability.

Internationally however, Japan was not perceived as harmless.

Her foray into

Manchuria, and the way her troops were said to have conducted themselves, was
seen as alarming. Her military pursuits and her decision to leave the League of Nations
should have sounded alarm bells in Australia. But Australia's focus was, as always,
on Britain and very much preoccupied with economic and financial matters at a time
when the world was still recovering from the Great Depression. 35 At this time, Yasu
Murakami's photographic studio prospered due to the international visitors and the

31
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stationing at Darwin of the so-called 'Mobile Force' in 1938. 36

Darwinites in the 1 930s appear to have been generally accepting of the multicultural
mix of residents already peculiar to Darwin. Paradoxically, although in Japanese
culture the group traditionally plays a greater role than the individual, within the
Darwin context the few Japanese who were present seem to have been assessed on
individual merits. Married Japanese drew strength from careful nurturing of family
structures, very much a part of Japanese culture. They were industrious, but kept a
low profile and were not generally discriminated against. 37

One aspect which aroused people's imagination and which added to the enigma
surrounding the Japanese was the presence in north Australian waters of a substantial
Japanese pearling fleet. In 1938, The Advertiser wrote about a Japanese pearling fleet
in Boucaut Bay, 70 miles off the coast, comprising 190 luggers, 170 of which were
controlled by the Nippon Pearling Company. According to the article, up to 2500 men
were employed in this venture:

The pearlshell is transhipped to these motherships and schooners and taken
back to Palao for shipment to Japan. This line of small freighters plying regularly
from Boucaut Bay to the Caroline Islands is not shown on any Australian
shipping guide.

The description appears like a vision from Kirmess, The Australian Crisis. The
Advertiser quotes Captain Hatanaka, the Master of Asahi Maru:

It is a hard life that these men lead and relaxations are few. Tomorrow they will
be back on the pearling grounds. Death may await them on the sea bottom 120

36

The studio was located at what is now 33 Cavenagh Street (Sue Wah Chin Stores), an
historic Darwin building which has survived the demolition of Chinatown and the cyclones.
The family lived in the same building. Prior to the opening of the studio the Murakamis had
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feet below fresh air. Make merry while you can is their philosophy of life. 39
One aspect of the early Japanese presence was the immigration of prostitutes from
Japan. A. Markus, Fear & Hatred notes from Victoria that this was not the case with
the Chinese, they instead gained acces to European prostitutes. 40 In the Northern
Territory context, it became another element which would increase the enigma of
Japanese separateness.

The Federal Government encountered similar frustrations to those of the South
Australian Government during their management of the Northern Territory. Reports on
northern development continued to be written 'down south' one of which was the
Fletcher-Payne Report, tabled in 1937. "None had helped to advance the Territory in
the manner hoped for by contemporaries". 41 Fletcher and Payne recommended a
programme to render the Territory's industries more profitable but apart from
improvements in administrative procedures, the report's impact remained as ineffectual
as that of its predecessors. Despite the seemingly nonchalant attitude taken towards
the Northern Territory, the Federal Government was becoming concerned about the
critical world situation and its implications for Australia:

...a

great deal of finance was forthcoming for defence works which were

deemed necessary for Australia's northern frontier which was closer to many
-

of the cities of Asia than to Australia's capital. In July, plans were announced
to station 750 service personnel in Darwin ... followed ... by plans for defence
works for Darwin.. .Locals were delighted that some recognition was at last
being given to the growing importance of Darwin, regardless of the strategic
implications... Early in 1939,
plans were announced for the formulation of a
town plan which would transform Darwin into a miniature Canberra. 42
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This dissertation has thus far argued that the entry of the Japanese into Northern
Territory History was distinctly different from that of the Chinese on whom much
public attention focused from the 1850s onward. In case of the Chinese, the
reservations of Australians regarding 'yellow hordes' pouring into Australia may have
been justified. In view of the perceptions of the time, fear-based reservations also
seem plausible re Japanese arriving in Queensland, 43 but they seem irrational when
applied to the relatively small numbers of Japanese actually entering the Northern
Territory. The foundation for the Japanese presence in the north was regulated
through restrictive working contracts required by the pearlshell industry which
appeared to have good future prospects.

Prior to World War II, the only time that Japanese have been reported in large numbers
was in the late 1 930s when the substantial fishing and pearling fleets were present
in Boucaut Bay. They literally represented a 'floating world', supplied by Japan, not
Australia.ln view of the impending conflict such developments were shortlived and
would become prevented by post-World War II legislation which clearly defined
international fishing boundaries. a"

While Darwin and its northern gateway could be seen as more vulnerable than the
southeastern centres and it was generally implied that 'Asiatics' would infiltrate from
-

the north Darwinites appear to have remained oblivious of any direct threat on their
-

security. This attitude was possibly a sign of the rather transient character which
Darwin's population had retained. Many family ties were metaphorical life lines which
connected Darwinites with kin elsewhere. Darwin was still very much an outpost from
which one could retreat should a change of circumstances require it. A simalar option
retreat to Japan

-

was open to Japanese residents in pre-war Darwin.
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A. Markus, op. cit. p. 213 'The march of the Jap', Plate 29
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CHAPTER III
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1941 1943
-

THE WATERSHED
Kamikaze
Below us
just under the summer clouds
the great ships wait
plump and unsuspecting.
Soon we shall fall
from the morning sky.
We take the ancient lie
translate it into flame
and stealth and fuselage;
the targets expanding
frantic, as we drop.
There is just enough fuel
to get here and circle briefly.
They have not taught us

how to land.
Death chants fill our cabin.
Blood streams from our ears.
Divine winds guide us down
spiralling, triumphant
into the guns' bright muzzles. 1
1 1 . McBryde,

The Familiar, Contemporary Australian Poets, Hale & Iremonger, Sydney, 1994,
Kamikaze, p. 28
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Japan's surprise attack on Pearl Harbour on 7 December, 1941 sent shock waves
through the Asia Pacific region. 2 This provocation by Japan of the United States
would turn the war into a global conflict. 3 For Darwin, it will be argued, Pearl Harbour
became the watershed in its relations with the Japanese.
While the actual bombing of Darwin 4 created particular trauma for the Northern
Territory and Australia, the writer argues that it represented a logical consequence of
the strategy taken by Japan of which the attack on Pearl Harbour became the first
decisive swipe. Pearl Harbour was the first clear manifestation of Japan's resolve to
wage a total war. 5 Prime Minister John Curtin referred to Pearl Harbour as the:

.gravest hour of our history .... the enemy who has wantonly attacked the
British Empire and the US is powerful as well as treacherous. 6

Being considered the northern gateway for an entire continent suddenly took on an
alarming dimension for Darwin. Japan's aggression brought home the uncomfortable
truth that Australia, particularly its north, had only minimal defences.
Action regarding mass evacuation of the civilian population was swift. 8 The spectre
of the Yellow peril loomed large. Darwin's worst fears were materialising. The subtle
and fragile pastiche of friendly relations with the Japanese, accomplished over five
decades, had been shattered by an act of iconoclasm! Had the Japanese character
been misinterpreted all the way along?

2

Sydney Morning Herald 9 December 1941
WWII as global conflict. It can be argued that the war in the Pacific drove home the fact that
Australia lies in the Asia Pacific Region. On the other hand, the war increased Australia's
dependence on Britain.

D. Lockwood, Australia's Pearl Harbour, Cassell Australia, 1966,
Chs. 3&4; A. Powell,
TheShadow's Edge Australia's Northern War,MUP, 1988,
pp. 76-83
-

Total War: The concept of war by any means possible, involving the entire nation, not only
a skilled fighting force, but every resource with the aim of destroying the opponent/defender
outright. Japan overestimated her own preparedness for total war. cf . S.& M. Harries,
op cit, pp. 1 95-8; V. Valentin, Weltcjeschichte Vol.11, Knaur, 1963,
'Totaler Krieg Totale
Niederlage', pp. 1142-47
-

Sydney Morning Herald, 9 December 1942
Powell, (TSE), op.cit., Chi 'Challenge: Northern Defence to 1939'
8

ibid., pp. 217-18
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One immediate problem for Northern Territory Administration and the military
command in Darwin 9 was the handling of its Japanese residents whose official status
had evaporated overnight. They had become the enemy.

One family who was deeply shocked by their sudden change of status were the
Murakamis. Kathleen, the oldest daughter of Yasukichi and Theresa Murakami,
remembered forty years later, in an interview with Fay Kilgariff:

Well, when things like this happen well you people you think is your friend is
-

not your friend and it's awfully confusing. I had a friend next door and she just
ran away and she wouldn't talk to me anymore. 10
Military orders demanded the Murakami photographic studio in Cavenagh Street to be
closed down as the family was despatched to Army Headquarters at Adelaide River.
Kathleen Murakami, five months pregnant at the time, remembered the uncomcortable
journey to headquarters and back to Darwin on an open truck, before their departure
by sea to an unknown destination:

Everything was closed and they took us to Adelaide River on a big army
truck ... When we arrived in Adelaide River our hair was all red with dust and we
were covered in dust and that's how we travelled ... and while we were there
(Adelaide River) well the houses had been looted and my father's cameras

-

they were all gone, and when I came back all my Japanese kimono and all the
things I treasured so much were all gone.

Since German and Italian residents and citizens had already been classified as enemies
as a result of Hitler's and Mussolini's engagement in an offensive war, 12 the Japanese
were now categorised in the same manner and were to be dispatched to interstate
internment camps.

7th Military District: Powell (FY), 0r.cit., p.192
°

NTRS 226 TS 95 p.3, K. Murakami/F. Kilgariff
p.4

12

S&M Harries, o.cit. Part VII, The Pacific War: The Attack. pp.303 to 375
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M. Bevege, Behind Barbed Wire, analyses the reasons for internment of 'enemy aliens'
and the conditions under which they were interned in Australia. 13 She argues that
Prime ministers, R.G. Menzies and John Curtin:

who never engaged in alien baiting themselves, and publicly denounced it in
others, had little option but to heed the clamouring of the people to intern.

Her argument that military losses had unsettled the public is difficult to reconcile in
case of the Japanese in Darwin who were interned before Darwin had been bombed.
The issue of allegiance for immigrants or the descendants of immigrants when their
nation of origin has turned belligerent has remained a critical issue in international
relations.

Bevege states:

There is a special psychological state that binds a nation in war time a belief
-

that the cause justifies the sacrifice of a generation, a belief that victory is
possible and a belief that everyone is working together for that victory. If belief
in the cause is missing, as happened in the Vietnam War, victory is unlikely. 14

Bevege points out that during World War II there was no significant political or press
campaign against aliens in Australia.

Anti-alien campaign or not, for the Murakamis the changed circumstances meant
travelling, mostly below deck, aboard the Zealand/a to Melbourne from where they
would be taken to the internment camp at Tatura, near Shepparton, Victoria. 15 Other
internees were travelling with them although the bulk of the passengers was made up
of women and children from Darwin who had been urged to evacuate the town. One
of the Murakamis who was not quite eight years old at the time, remembers the

13

M.Bevege, Behind Barbed Wire
passim

-

Internment in Australia during World War II, UQP, 1993,

14

Ibid., pp. 228-9

15

Donovan, op.cit. refers to 69 Japanese resident in Darwin in late 1 941; Tatura Internment
Camp: Bevege, oD.cit., Ch.6, 'The Japanese' describes Tatura as an efficiently organised
place where internees were treated humanely.
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voyage under cramped conditions. Unaware of the implications of their departure from
Darwin, he managed to sneak on deck a few times and delighted in observing flying
16
fish.
While Chinatown had been made up of 'Asiatics' of varying ethnic
backgrounds who had lived in relative harmony, the Japanese were now singled out
since they represented the enemy. Ernestine Hill's image of termites in the gateposts
was applied to the Japanese who were suspected of spying. 17

As Bevege points out, a nation under pressure of war becomes very tense. Apart from
'enemy aliens', Jehova's witnesses who hold strong beliefs about the sanctity of
human blood, were also considered to be hindering the 'war effort'. Furthermore, in
March 1942,
members of the insignificantly small 'Australia First Movement' became
interned. F. M. Forde, Minister for the Army, announced the arrest of the 'Quislings',
claiming that evidence had been found that the 'Australia First Movement' was
intending to welcome the Japanese as friends and liberators:

I wish to warn people that, before associating themselves with any movement,
they should assure themselves that it is bona fide and not an organisation
which under the cloak of a pleasing name, is engaged in subversive activities.
We shall stand no Quislings, 18 whether they come from the highest or the
lowest.

Some civilians, especially those who were considered to have militarily vital tasks,
remained in Darwin in late 1941 and throughout the war. A local resident, now in his
eighties, remembers that civilians were involved in construction work on the airstrips,
the supply of bush timber, and sand for sandbagging. 19

The majority of civilians, women, children, the old and infirm were categorigally
Writer and P. Murakami, 31 October 1 994; M. Young & G. Dalton, No Place For A Woman,
p.17

16

17

E. Hill, o.cit., "So the Front Gate of Australia gallantly laughed away its fears of
invasion ... but, there was a more formidable enemy within the gateposts ... White ants...
(rumoured spy activities)

18

Referring to a Norwegian named Quisling who had collaborated with the Nazis (M P-K)
Commonwealth Parliamentary Debates (HR), 26 March 1942,
Vol 170, p.462

19

Personal contact Writer & R. Weston, 27 September 1 994; Also Letters to the Editor,
Northern Territory News, Feb.1992
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evacuated from the town and its environs. This radical reduction of the civilian
population created a new phenomenon it no longer mattered what Darwin residents
-

had thought of the Japanese or for that matter, of any other ethnic group: the entire
civilian settlement took on the character of a military garrison. 20 This is one aspect
of Darwin's structure which continues to spark debate to the present day: where
should the balance lie between Darwin's role as a military base and its civilian
infrastructure? 21

Those who remained in Darwin may or may not have cared that Japanese residents
had simply vanished. In the list of priorities prevailing at the time, civilians no longer
ranked highly. 22 It is the Chinese who have been portrayed as the ethnic group who
suffered most. 23 Since the Chinese represented the most affluent segment of the
Asian community, their material losses were perhaps the most substantial; however
all Asians were affected by the destruction of Chinatown which was bulldozed to the
ground, their land was acquisitioned, their businesses ruined. "Chinatown (Cavenagh
Street) was not destroyed by Japs." 24

It is the umbrella term 'Chinatown' which has created the erroneous impression that
the destruction of Chinatown in Darwin only affected Chinese families. On a subjective
level, many Asian families including the Japanese, like the Murakamis, suffered great
personal losses of property and civil pride, and were overcome by anxiety about their
uncertain future. 25 Japanese residents had to face the added hardship which
internment in an unknown destination and of indefinite duration, implied. 26

The Murakami Family would remain interned at Tatura camp until 1947.

20

A military garrison had in fact been established in Darwin in 1936 when the civilian
component was still strong; Donovan, 0r.cit., pp. 80-1

21

Donovan, o. cit., Ch.10 'Aftermath'

22

R. Weston. 27 September 1994

23

Hannan, op.cit., passim

24

H. Luke, 0r.cit.

25

Writer and P. Murakami, 31 October 1994

26

Bevege, ol.cit., ibid.
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Accommodation there allowed space for 1000; 890 Japanese were listed in 1942. 27
Kathleen had given birth to a son not long after their arrival. Her husband, Yoshio, and
her two eldest brothers were soon taken to a camp for single males at Loveday SA.
They were not reunited until hostilities had ended, but had to remain at the camp until
they had proof of work and accommodation somewhere. Matters were made more
complicated by the fact that Kathleen had been born in Singapore so her resident
status was doubted. Kath and Yoshio had another baby son at Tatura before they
were eventually released in 1947. Kathleen's father, Yasukichi Murakami, the
Japanese pioneer of cross-cultural negotiating in Australia's north would not return
after the war was over: he had died at Tatura on 26 June, 1944.
"It was a very cold place", remembers his son, Peter. 28

In focusing back on Darwin during the war years, of course Japan and the Japanese
had not disappeared from the minds of those who began to arrive in Darwin to defend
Australia's north 29 after Pearl Harbour. Never had the Japanese received so much
publicity, although it would now become shaped by Australia's acute fear of invasion.
Propaganda became an important tool for both, Allies and Japanese. 30

Propaganda posters on the tin walls of an old blacksmith shop on the Stuart Highway
are described in the novella Bloodstained Wattle, set in Darwin at the time of 'the
bombing':

Plastered over the many layers of posters was a fresh one: giant fingers
stretched out of the Rising Sun, stalking ever closer towards Australia ... More
and still more brand new, boldly coloured posters screamed out 'Stamp Out The
Japs!', 'Are You Really Prepared?', 'Now We Must Smash Them!' They almost
completely covered those carrying similar messages about Hitler. Old or new,
German or Japanese, the posters looked the same

27

--

inhumanly sharp teeth and

F. Kilgariff, op.cit., Dossier No.1, NTSL Spec. Coil.; NTRS 226 IS 95, op. cit., ibid.
1(athleen Murakami was married to a distant cousin, Yoshio Murakami. Her father, Yasukichi
Murakami who had been a Buddhist all of his life, was urged by his wife Theresa who was
Catholic, to convert. Yasukichi was baptised at Tatura in 1944 and received the name
Francis. He was already ill at this time; Writer & P. Murakami, 31 October 1994
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Powell, (TSE), op.cit., Ch.3, 'The Long Retreat'

30

M. Gardner, Bloodstained Wattle, Pialba, Qld., 1992

The Watershed

34

mad, flashing eyes.

Japan's tactics behind its attacks on North Australia have been interpreted as an
indication of their intention to demobilise Darwin as a military launching pad for the
Allies and to cripple their Darwin fuel supply installations. Yet others argue strongly
there were indications that Japan had intentions to invade. 31

Sir Frederick Scherger expresses the former opinion in an interview:

As I said earlier the Japanese in our estimation never did have any intention of
landing in Darwin after that raid. They had to decide between whether they
were going through Burma to India and the biggest prize was India of course.
For many of the military personnel who were stationed in the north, Darwin became
quite a hellhole as some expressed in graphic poems. 32 The uncertainty factor, apart
from the living conditions and climate, grated on soldiers' nerves. One poem (abridged)
gained particular popularity:

Now I'm sitting here and thinking of the things I left behind,
I couldn't put on paper what is running through my mind.
I've laid a hundred miles of wire and I've cleared an acre of ground,
And I've drank my beer and whiskey in every joint in town...
But when the final taps are blown, boys, and we lay aside our cares
We'll stand our last inspection on those shiny golden stairs
The angels will welcome us and softly they will play
We'll draw a million canteen books, free, and we'll spend them in a day
Then old Saint Peter will welcome us and loudly he will yell
Take a seat you boys from Darwin
You've served your hitch in Hell!!!

--

--

33

As recent World War II reunions have confirmed, the isolation and vagueries of the
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situation did much to create strong bonds of friendship, many Americans remained

'good buddies' many Australians, 'great mates'. 34
When Darwinites were wining and dining with the Japanese just a few short years
before hostilities commenced it seemed inconceivable that Darwin with its gateway
would become a front. A front to guard an entire continent. Its previously welcoming
gates would become reinforced as if they were the heavy-duty, sealed metal gates of
an air raid shelter. The foreshore and beachheads around Darwin would become a
tangle of barbed wire, spiked with ack-ack guns and heavy artillery. 35 Ironically,
Darwin had thus far been seen as accessible only from the sea.

While Darwinites had excitedly watched aviation pioneers such as Kingsford Smith,
Ross and Keith Smith and other aviators 36 touch down on the civilian air strip at
Fannie Bay during the twenties and thirties, an onslaught on Darwin from the air had
seemed absurd. Navy and Army were traditionally the most formidable force to reckon
with in combat. Although aircraft had an impact on World War I, aviation was still
regarded as a new and relatively untried medium for combat on a grand scale. World
War II changed that perception.

As Darwin was to experience, with the Japanese Zero fighters, their high level- and
dive bombers 37 droning overhead during raids, the 'gateway image' had taken on
cubist proportions: It had become threedimensional. The gateway had become
irreversibly expanded

-

a fact Darwinites have not only learnt to live with but to

welcome. Under combat conditions however the air was a new danger zone. Darwin
was vulnerable. This is a feature locations such as the gateway Darwin
gateway Nagasaki for example

-

-

or the

have in common.

34
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The Japanese air attack on Darwin on the morning of 19 February, 1942 38 surprised
Australia's military command. Descriptions of the bombing raid and the immediate
responses of the army and remaining civilians vary considerably. 39 Hylton Luke, a
roads foreman in Darwin, recorded the laconic remark of a local icecream vendor in
his diary which sums up the bewilderment that the air attack had wrought:

the chap with the byke [sic] used to carry icecream round the streets. All he
would say was 'No icecream to-day!', he kept repeating this.
Luke continues to describe matter-of-factly:

(some) warfies [sic] were looking for a job, I set them all on clearing debris from
the roads ... some remarking that 'the Japs would never land in a one-eyed place
like Darwin, so I'm staying here'. 40

Reports of the bombing and the associated casualties were censored in the southern
press. A. Powell comments that more fuss was made about a submarine sighted in
Sydney harbour than the Darwin air raids. 41 The 'Singapore Strategy' with Darwin as
its southernmost point of defence had been dealt its final blow with the bombing of
Darwin. 42 Was it possible to build up sufficient troops and installations to withstand
further Japanese attacks?

Eyewitness accounts describe the Japanese who were glimpsed from below in the
cockpits of their Zero fighters as 'hedgehopping' across Darwin, firing sporadically,
with smiles on their faces.

It is doubtful if such a description can be taken at face

value. Persons under direct attack or on their way into slit trenches and other hideouts

'Darwin Bombed': Courier Mall, 20 February 1942 in Crowley, op.cit., p.60
NTRS 319, Hylton Luke
40

Luke, op.cit., ibid.

41

Powell (TSE), op.cit.; Sydney Morning Herald 2 June 1942 "Several midget submarines
entered Port Jackson, opened fire, destroyed one non-combatant craft... Japanese...
audacity in such attacks is now a recognised characteristic"

42

Singapore Strategy: Donovan, op.cit., pp. 109-12

43
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-
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are not likely to be the most objective observers. The incident where a Japanese Zero
pilot, Hajime Toyoshima, was taken prisoner at Bathurst Island indicated surprise by
the local Aborigines. Toyoshima seemed a nice person.

He gained publicity in

becoming the first Japanese to be taken prisoner on Australian soil. He would later
take his life as one of the instigators of the Cowra Prison Camp breakout in which
some 230 Japanese POWs were killed. 45

While the Japanese continued to target Australia's north, including Darwin until
November 1943, 46 their actions, in the writer's opinion, at no stage resembled those
precipitating a full-scale invasion. 47 World War II atlasses seldom indicate that Japan
's attacks extended as far down as Darwin, Broome and Katherine. 48 It appears that
this omission also occurs in current Japan. Japanese visitors to Darwin who are
confronted for example with exhibits at The East Point Military Museum, frequently
express disbelief and shock on learning that North Australia experienced Japanese
bombing raids.

"

In this context it seems important to set the loss suffered in Darwin on 19 February
1942 and the subsequent 63 raids between then and 12 November, 1943, 50 against
an assessment of the losses sustained by Japanese civilians in their homeland. While
Australia understandably mourns the loss of 243 lives in the 19 February 1942 raid

-

a loss inflicted by an enemy aggressor the retaliation by the Allies on mainland Japan
-

was infinitely more severe. 51

44

AHSNT, Darwin's Air War pp.39,45,73

46

Bassett, op.cit., p.68; Carr-Gregg, op. cit., p.74: Of 1104 prisoners in the Cowra Camp on
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riot

46
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In the course of her research the writer's interest kept returning to Nagasaki, Japan's
southwestern gateway. While Darwin represented the first target on mainland
Australia, Nagasaki would suffer the last Allied (nuclear) attack on Japan, 9 August
1945. The Allies had systematically bombed a string of Japanese cities from Tokyo
to Nagasaki. The only city consciously saved from destruction was the ancient and
architecturally exquisite, Kyoto. The Americans had similarly suggested that Cologne
Cathedral in Germany was to be spared for its cultural significance.52

It was fortunate for Australia that the main strikes against the Japanese were carried
53
out from Timor, where
Allied military commanders and ordinary infantrymen alike
were astounded about the attitudes of the typical Japanese fighting man. His
obedience and dedication to the task

-

the successful completion of a total war

-

created statistics which reveal the great discrepancy between Allied and Japanese
military ethics. 54S. & M. Harries, Soldiers of the Sun, fifty years after the Pacific war,
appraise the character and role of the Japanese Imperial army. The honour

-

shame

dichotomy is apparent throughout.

Another factor has been, and for some individuals still is, the difficulty to come to
terms with the often condemned treatment which Japan meted out to her prisoners
of war, an inflagration of the humane treatment of prisoners as defined by the Geneva
55
Convention.
Doubtless, as an original signatory, Japan was aware of this but at the
Tokyo war crime trials 56 it became evident that the Geneva charter was not
incorporated in the training of either officers or the rank and file. Japan had omitted
to ratify the Convention's charter in 1934.

'

Moreover, in the Japanese code of

ethics a prisoner of war was less than a persona non grata, he was subhuman, a slave
at best. A Japanese fighting man did not surrender but was expected to fight to the
62
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end or commit seppuku, 58 ritual suicide.The soldier's paramount duty was loyalty unto
death:

'Duty is weightier than a mountain, while death is light as a feather.' The credo
of the nobility of death in action was to dominate the Imperial Army ethos
through to the end of the Pacific War ... The soldier who, while still in his full
vigor, gave his life for his Emperor and nation and achieved the glory of the
short-lived cherry blossom, which fell while its flower was still perfect.
Of those Allied POWs who survived the gruesome camp conditions and sheer
inhumanity of projects such as the building of the Burma railway a deep dislike, even
hatred of the Japanese remained. 60 Some individuals tried to deal with their
bitterness and anger by writing of their experiences or by publishing diaries and
journals. 61 In interviews with former POWs from the Burma camps the writer has
gained a better understanding of the conditions that prevailed and some of the human
factors involved. 62

It becomes apparent for example, and is in line with Japanese WWIl military strategy,
that a Japanese fighting man was held in higher esteem than for example Koreans or
Chinese from Manchukuo. It makes sense in view of the daunting task that confronted
the Japanese during their 'one hundred days of glory' namely how to administer the
territories gained and how to cope with vast numbers of prisoners. 63 As S.& M.
-

Harries point out the Japanese were taken aback by the apparent ease with which
Allied soldiers accepted being taken prisoner. 64 The frequent choice of Korean or
Chinese camp guards explains the resentment and anger their behaviour reflected, as

68
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far as their subaltern positions allowed it. 65 That is not to say that some Japanese did
not behave with singular callousness and insensitivity. 66

From a retrospective position in a world that has seen much conflict since WW II but
which has also seen the abolition of western colonialism and the promotion of peace
movements and human rights 67 it is important not to lose out of sight the fact that
the world was at war from 1941 to 1945. Clearly, conditions applied both, for Allies
and Japanese, that would not prevail in times of peace.

Statistics on the ratio of Allied dead versus Allied prisoners compared with the
corresponding Japanese statistics, show up a dramatic cleavage in attitudes. Japanese
soldiers were indoctrinated with the 'Japanese Military Field Code' promulgated by
Hideki Tojo in January 1941.

He who knows shame is strong and should at all times endeavour to keep
before him the honour of his homeland and live up to what it expects of him.
Rather than to live and bear the shame of imprisonment by the enemy, he
should die and avoid leaving a dishonourable name.
Charlotte Carr-Gregg discusses the attitudes of Japanese POWs and their outbreak
from Cowra Prison Camp on 5 August 1944. 68 Unlike Allied prisoners who would be
anxiously awaited and welcomed home, for the Japanese soldier returning as a POW
meant shame for himself and his family. This attitude which is absent in western
military ethos was further evidenced in the later stages of the Pacific War by those
Japanese soldiers who were found dead, with their toes curled around the trigger of
their gun, at Iwo Jima and Guadalcanal, not to mention the very young kamikaze
pilots, who knew they would not return alive. 69 Literally speaking, the two warring
sides had totally different views on matters of life and death.
65
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CHAPTER IV
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1946-1994
DESTRUCTION, RECONSTRUCTION,
AND DARWIN

In the future we shall see the Northern Territory
the glory of the Commonwealth, the gateway of
the north, the great front door of Australla 1

J.Litchfield, Far North Memories, 1930, p. 208
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Chapter Four discusses how Darwin, and Darwinites, have experienced redevelopment after the severe destructions which Japanese air raids, and the
military presence in Darwin had wrought. It explores the role of the Japanese
during the post-war phase. The original hypothesis namely that, in Darwin, contact
with the Japanese has been distinctive, yet enigmatic, is once again the underlying
argument. A comparison with the Chinese as the dominant Asian ethnic group is
made which concludes that the postwar developments for Chinese and Japanese in
Darwin have been as distinctly different as their respective roles in the days of
Darwin's Chinatown. During the immediate postwar years there was an obvious
explanation for the disparity: the Japanese had been the enemy, and, in tune with
wartime regulations, Territorian Japanese had been branded as 'enemy aliens'.

In 1946, Darwin was still pockmarked from the events of World War II. Some of its
population which had been carried out of Port Darwin's watery gateway aboard
Zealandia in late 1941 and early 1942, was irretrievably gone. 2 Others were
slowly returning to a town which had not only been a garrison and theatre of war
but which had changed its most elementary infrastructure. Darwin had been regazetted. Freehold land was acquisitioned by the Federal Government and would
only become available as short-term leases. Chinatown was no more.

As people gradually returned to Darwin in 1946,
they were happy to be back
but found not only had their lives changed considerably in the years away,
but the town they had left had also changed.

Reconstruction had been discussed throughout Australia since the early 1940s.
The Labor Government under J.J. Curtin was concerned about conditions after the
war. In 1943, Dr. H.C.(Nugget) Coombs was appointed Director-General of the

2

NTRS 226 TS 95 op.cit.
Mclnnis, a Brisbane town planner, produced the post-war Town Planning Scheme of
Darwin in Dec. 1944,
based on his earlier, 1940 report. His diary does not mention the
Japanese except the bombing damage in appendices (newspaper clippings); The Diary of
Mr. R.A. Mclnnis Darwin 1940-44; Donovan, 1989, op.cit., p.139
M.Austin, The Quality of Life... A reflection of life in Darwin during the post-war years,
1992, p.7
Sydney Morning Herald 23 November 1942
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Department of Post-war Reconstruction which had been established in late 1942 6
Key concerns were employment for returned servicemen, the promotion of peace,
and a socialist economic policy "to meet the most urgent needs of Australia and of
a war-shattered world".

The Sydney Morning Herald had asked in 1942:

Is the task of post-war reconstruction one for the Commonwealth or for the
six States?

-

It is a task for both. The States can greatly assist. Their

activities must be fitted into the general plan for which the Commonwealth
must take final responsibility. 8

For the Northern Territory, post-war progress depended on Canberra's largesse.
The Northern Territory

-

and Darwin as its capital

-

would develop into a

disproportionately bureaucratised society, with a large Public Service sector. Navy
and Air Force continued to be present. Existing facilities were to be upgraded:

A Five Year Programme was inaugurated on 1 July 1947 making provision
for a defence expenditure of 250,000, 000 Pound. For the most part,
however, this was simply a re-armament programme concerned with the updating of equipment, and with little consideration as to whether or not it was
the most appropriate for Australia's needs in the new circumstances.

The dramatic events of World War II had made the term 'Pacific' Ocean a
misnomer. More than ever before, Australia became acutely aware of its
remoteness from Britain (and British troops), and its proximity to Asia. From
Canberra's perspective, neither augured well for the nation's security. Subsidised
immigration therefore became a project of prime importance. It was felt if
Australia's population increased substantially, the danger of a possible invasion
from Asia would be lessened. Prospective immigrants should preferably be British

6

H.C.Coombs, Trial Balance, 1981, PP. 88-197
F.K. Crowley, Modern Australia in Documents, Vol.2, p.74

8

SMH 23.11.1942, o.cit. iLd.
Donovan, 1989,

OlD.

cit., p. 141; Powell, 1988, op.cit., Ch.10, Moving
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or Northern European. These stipulations were a continuation of the White
Australia policy which indeed was not abolished until 1958. That is, the
controversial dictation test would then be replaced by economically based entry
10
permits.
Asian immigration was not encouraged throughout Australia and
Japanese immigration to the Territory remained anathema in Darwin where a
Military Court had heard war crime trials against Japanese servicemen. Frank
Crowley cites an article in the Melbourne Argus of 8 March 1946 which refers to
executions carried out in Morotai as a result of war crime trials held by an
Australian military court.

There had been no opposition in the Federal Parliament to the legislation
which empowered the Commander-in Chief, Lt. General Sturdee, to confirm,
mitigate, commute or suspend the execution or currency of any sentence
passed on Japanese 'war criminals', and there was no audible criticism of
the action of the Labor Government in seeking retribution by physical
punishment.

As for Darwin, Crowley reports that there was

criticism from ex-servicemen and members of the Returned Sailors',
Soldiers', and Airmen's Imperial League of Australia (R.S.S.I.L.A.) at the

delay in carrying out the death sentences already imposed, and also at some
of the 'slight' sentences imposed by the Military Court in Darwin.

Members of the interned Murakami family returned to Western Australia after their
release from Tatura in 1947. Kathleen Murakami related to F. Kilgariff how they
moved from Cossack, WA to Broome when her husband was offered a job there. 12

10

J. Jupp & M. Kabala (eds.), 1993, The Politics of Australianlmmiciration, Canberra,
pp. 91-104
Crowley, op. cit., p. 138 'The Japanese Punished' Press report Argus, Melbourne,
8 March 1946

12

Kathleen Murakami's release from Tatura was complicated by the fact that she had been
born in Singapore which made her a British subject. Yet her right of residency in
Australia was disputed, although her father had been in Australia 44 years pior to
internment and her mother was born in Australia; Writer and P. Murakami 31 October
1994
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And, well, I believe there were [sic] a lot of victimisation going on in Broome,
but at that time, in 1952, you know, everything was just back to normal,
and we didn't have much trouble in Broome . . Oh, look Cossack and Robe ?
13
[sic]
was the worst places, only a tiny little town, and I thought
we
.

-

actually were told not to come back to Darwin, because of this war. And
when we came back, well we found the people were very nice. 14

The new Federal approch to immigration generated major development projects in
Australia such as the Snowy Mountains Hydro-electric Scheme 15 and other
settlement projects. While reconstruction was also the priority in post-war Darwin,
projects that had been discussed as urgent before the war ended, such as the
completion of a transcontinental railway, became shelved.

To most of those Darwinites returning, the air raids were an ephemeral spectre;
they remembered reading about it in the southern press and hearing Prime Minister
Curtin refer to it in his radio broadcasts.

16

What really mattered to them now was,

the 'Japs' were gone. The people of Darwin who were returning like the birds after
a cyclone, thought of creating homes, not air raid shelters.

Yet there were stark reminders of the bombing raids.

The war damage was still there. Bomb craters remained only a few feet from
buildings and houses destroyed during the Japanese attacks. Twisted rails
and debris lay scattered around the Darwin wharf. 17

Indeed, much of the material left behind by the military would be turned into

13

'Robe'? should read Roebourne WA, confirmed by P. Murakami 31 October 1994

14

F. Kilgariff and K. Murakami Interview, or. cit., ibid.
Snowy Mountains Hydroelectric Scheme commenced in 1949, completed 1972; Bassett,
oricit., p.232

16

M.Young with G.Dalton, No Place for a Woman: The Autobiociraphy of Outback Publican,
Mayse Younci, Pan McMillan, Sydney, 1991
M. Austin, op.cit., ibid.
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sleepouts and fences and other ingenious gadgetry of human improvisation. 18

Maisie Austin, a Darwinite who has achieved much since her childhood years at
'Parap camp' reflects on the positive aspects of Darwin's post-war years in her
memoir, The Quality of Life. The previous military camp housed singles and families
before suburban developments were completed:

In spite of the devastation and their loss of valuables and possessions,
Darwin was where the people wanted to be. So with the pioneering spirit,
they began to rebuild their homes and their lives. Regardless of nationality

-

European, Chinese, Filipino, part-Aborigine, halfcaste [sic], Malay, Greek or
any other, the purpose was the same

-

rebuild Darwin; and although they

shared hardships and poverty, they formed a true and long-lasting bond of
friendship. 19

The description, by Maisie Austin, of Darwin's multi-faceted post-war community
makes no reference to the Japanese. While the NT Administrator's 1941 Annual
Report had made mention of "fifty six indentured Japanese labour at 30 June
1940", and the following Report listed "thirty seven for 1941", the post-war
Reports indicate an absence of Japanese. 20

Pearl-shell fishing has not yet been re-established from Darwin, although the
high price offering for shell (up to 600 Pounds compared with 1 90.- pre-war)
has attracted inquiries. Mssrs. Streeter and Male are reported to be working
three or four boats from Broome, WA with Malay divers, but no boats or
divers have yet been found for Darwin. 21

At a Pearl Shelling Conference held in Melbourne in March 1946, the problem of

Pers. observation in Fannie Bay, Parap, Nightcliff writer resident in Darwin since 1966
19

Austin, op. cit., p.8

20

Northern Territory Administration, Annual Report, year ended 30 June 1942 and 1 960s
Annual Report

21

Ibid.
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labour was the item uppermost on the agenda.

22

47

The obvious difficulty in

reintroducing Japanese pearldivers back to Darwin was not focused upon in the
1946/47 NT Administrator's Report, published in 1948. Instead it stated the
unavailability of luggers as the cause of the problem:

Pearling has not yet been resumed in the NT, and I understand the sole
reason is the shortage of suitable craft. Once craft are available, then crews
will be obtained. It has been decided that indenturing of labour may be
permitted for the pearling industry under special conditions. 23

This comment indicates that the post-war return of Japanese on the Darwin scene
would once again create the enigma of special conditions which would have a
segregating effect.

In the subsequent Report, published 1949, the Administrator states:

Pearling operations recommenced this year for the first time since hostilities
ceased. Eleven vessels are now registered for pearl fishing. With the price of
first grade mother-of-pearl shell at about 500 Pounds per ton, prospects for
the industry are bright, but lack of local knowledge of conditions on the
coast and locations of the shell beds have been deterrent factors in
production so far. The supply of engines, diving gear and the shortage of
suitable vessels have also hampered the reestablishment of the industry. The
Malay and Koepanger labour is not as capable or efficient as the pre-war
indentured Japanese labour. As at June, 1948,
only about two tons of shell
had been obtained and there is a market in Europe and America for all shell
obtainable. 24

The first post-war Japanese ambassador arrived in Australia in 1953. Nishi
Haruhiko appeared well suited to his tough assignment of reviving and promoting
'traditonally, friendly relations' with Australia, as an article in the Sydney Morning

22

Pearishell Conference 1 946,
Kilgariff Papers, op. cit., Dos.3

23

NTA 1946/7 Annual Report, Canberra, 1948

24

NTA 1948 Annual Report, Canberra, 1949

48
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Herald indicates. According to Nishi, Japan no longer had aspirations for territorial
expansion. Asked if Japan, today, was a country of peace, Mr Nishi replied: 'Of
course. We have the most peaceful constitution in the world.' Asked how he felt
about his appointment to Australia, he said: 'I think it is one of Japan's most
important overseas posts. Australia is a young growing country occupying an
important place in the south Pacific'. 25
Japan, with the Occupation years (SCAP) 26 behind her and the New 'Peace'
Constitution in place

-

but still very much controlled by the United States

-

was

making her first tentative steps back onto the world stage. Gone were the images
of the Japanese in military uniform, instead they stepped out in business suits.
Through American influence and pressure, Japan had become involved in supplying
manufactured goods and services for the Korean War. 27 On the world market,
postwar Japanese consumer goods were regarded with great reserve, even disdain.
Few observers of world events could have foreseen that the next twenty years
would witness Japan rise, phoenix-like, from the ashes of her war-ravaged cities
and enter the world of high finance and corporate business. 28

The discovery of uranium in the Northern Territory became an issue for Australians.
When the mine at Rum Jungle opened in 1954 one wondered if the stark message
of Hiroshima and particularly Nagasaki had been taken seriously. 29 Would the
Northern Territory become involved in the 'Nuclear contest' used as an effective
threat in the 'Cold War' which was developing between the United States and the

26

Sydney Morning Herald 18 January 1953

26

SCAP = Supreme Command(er) of Allied Powers, headed by Gen. Douglas McArthur; cf.
Storry, 01.cit., pp. 239-50

27

Korean War 1950-52, Bassett, o. cit., p.148

28

Beasley, op. cit., Ch. XVI, 'Problems of Affluence'

29

Uranium deposit at Rum Jungle discovered by Jack White 1949.
The mining of uranium
has remained a contentious issue in the NT. Since the Aboriginal Land Rights 1976 Act
the focus has shifted from the hazards of uranium mining per se to Land Rights issues.
In some cases, compromises between Aboriginal traditional owners, Land Councils, NT
and Fed. Governments as well as mining companies have been reached. Mabo
Legislation ratified December 1 992; Re plutonium bomb on Nagasaki: Masanori Tabata,
'Fat Man was Big Daddy: The plutonium bomb at Nagasaki heralded the Nuclear Age',
The Japan Times Weekly, 6 August 1994
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Soviet Union? The Northern Territory, via Federal decisions, 30 did become
involved.

In Japan, large sections of the community felt strongly about the anti-military
clauses which their New Constitution contained. The controversial issue of the
Korean War and Japan's role in regard to it vis-a-vis the United States, split the
Japanese polity into a radical left wing versus a strong, conservative majority. This
would remain a major feature of Japanese internal politics. Political decisions
regarding the Korean war and possible future crises demanded repeated discussion
of Article IX which denies the possibility of belligerency:

Aspiring sincerely to an international peace based on justice and order, the
Japanese people forever renounce war as a sovereign right of the nation and
the threat or use of force as means of settling international disputes. In order
to accomplish the aim of the preceding paragraph, land, sea, and air forces,
as well as other war potential, will never be maintained. The right of
belligerency of the state will not be recognized. 31

Since the end of hostilities, in the short span of a few years, Japan had undergone
a complete reversal of idelogies. From an ultra-nationalist state with a militarist
oligarchy and

-

so it was traditionally believed

-

a divinely descended autocratic

emperor at its apex, Japan not only had to 'bear the unbearable' and accept
unconditional surrender, her head of state also had to denounce his divine origins.
32

It was a process of complete recantation

-

tenko, a total role change. This form

of response can be discerned at several critical junctions in Japan's history. 33
Tenko is also important in trying to understand the difficulty Japan continues to
have

-

at least in the eyes of western observers

-

to openly discuss her role during

° cf. D.Ball, A suitable Diece of real estate: American installations in Australia, Hale &
Iremonger, Sydney, 1980, Chs. 12 & 13
31

Article IX, The Constitution of Japan 1946, Document

32

Storry, op.cit., pp. 231-237

33

Shunsuke Tsurumi, op. cit., Ch.2, Concerning tenko
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the 'Fifteen year War'. N

In Australia, memories of Japan as the former enemy continued to be evident in the
press. For example, The Sunday Mirror in 1960 featured photographs of the
erstwhile 'Darwin Mobile Force' and their base commandant, the late Gen. Sir
Horace Robertson. The elite Force which had existed from 1938 to 1940 was
planning a reunion in Sydney. The article carries the sensational headlines in bold
letters New Darwin Force may again shield us from the Yellow peril. However, the
only mention of any possible formation of a new Darwin force is the general hint
"Strangely enough, the Australian army now is reshaping along the lines of the
'Darwin Mobile Force'." 35

Strong and fear-based images are difficult to give up. Maybe the conditioning of
two previous generations still had an impact. Alison Broinowski describes in Yellow
Lady:

What Australians read in letters and newspapers and heard in church
provided a seed-bed for threatening images of Asia, as did the poetry most
schoolchildren recited. Riding and marching rhythms went with Australians
to work and to war, particularly those of Rudyard Kipling (who wrote of
'lesser breeds without the Law'), Banjo Patterson, and Henry Lawson. 36
In the late 1940s, a now legendary Darwin resident, Carl Atkinson,

had

purchased from the Ministry for Supply, seven World War II wrecks in Darwin
harbour. In 1961, he entered into an agreement with a Japanese scrap metal dealer
and industrialist, Mr. Fujita. With a Japanese salvage team, the latter spent more
than twelve months to lift and tow the wreckage, in order to clear the gateway,

In Japanese history, Japan's war against China (since Sept. 1931) and the Pacific war
have become combined. cf. Harries, op. cit.

The Sunday Mirror, 11 September 1960,
p.17
36

A. Broinowski, 1992,
The Yellow Lady Australian Impressions of Asia, p.9; "Lawson
exhorted Australians in 1905,
just after Japan had won the first Asian victory against a
European power, to defend the 'Outpost of the White'."
-

The late Carl Atkinson (pseudonym), referred to in Darwin as 'Man of the Sea', resided at
Doctor's Gully, Port Darwin since 1 946; writer and K.Carrick pers. contact 1 960s
-
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Port Darwin.

Fujita moved into Darwin Harbour to commence this quite incredible cutting
up and carting away of the seven vessels altogether. 38

In an interview with former NT News editor, Jim Bowditch, Atkinson recalled how
Fujita had explained his motive for the salvage operations:

Fujita did say that he had no

-

he claimed at any rate

-

that he had no hope

of making any money out of this, but that he was (laughter) dedicated
he could've had a point too

-

-

and

he claimed he was dedicated to removing the

signs of the Japanese assaults on Darwin Harbour and right throughout the
Pacific.

39

Fujita, who seemed to be constantly surrounded by 'advisers', had bought the
wrecks off Atkinson for an undisclosed sum. According to Atkinson's memory, the
Japanese lived aboard the British Motorist:

I don't think most of them were allowed ashore at all. They stayed pretty
well out there throughout the entire operation. To do this job he had a huge
crowd of Japanese labourer types, I presume, labourers and tradesmen who
lived aboard the British Motorist. 40

A World War II and Korean war veteran in Darwin remembers the Japanese salvage
operation in an interview with the writer:

'What about the time when a Japanese salvage firm resurrected World War II
wrecks from Darwin harbour and took them back to Japan? Do you
remember seeing any of those Japanese?'
'Oh yes, I do! They also picked up old railway trains and heavy guns from
East Point. But one incident I remember well is when Nason Scanley and I
were down at the Berrimah cattleyards with a mob of longhorn bullocks. A
38

NTRS 226 TS 125 Interview C.Atkinson and J.Bowditch

39

Ibid.

40
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group of thirty or so Japanese walked across the old cattle yard, heading for
their boat. Scanley, who appeared to be up to something, suddenly let the
bullocks out the Japanese scattered in all directions!' 41
-

After the Fujita episode, with the harbour cleared of much of the World War II
debris, the Northern Territory Administration produced a promotional brochure
which refers to Darwin as the "gateway to the vast tourist wonderland of the far
North." 42

The then Administrator, Roger Nott, continued to praise Darwin's virtues:

Darwin is probably the friendliest city in the Commonwealth. If you want to
spend your holiday, or even settle down, in a place where people are nearly
always good-tempered, easy-going, and tolerant of almost any human foible,
Darwin is the place to go. Tolerance, in fact, is an unconscious tradition with
Darwin people. I say 'unconscious' because it has been a habit of mind here
for so long that only visitors or newcomers find anything unusual about it. 43

A permanent reminder of the destruction during the bombing of Darwin are metal
crosses which the Japanese salvage team had cast and presented to the Uniting
Church in Smith Street, Darwin.

"

It seems an unusual gesture, expressing the

biblical metaphor 'swords into ploughshares'. It would be interesting to know if
Fujita was inspired by the former Japanese Imperial Army General, Mitsuo Fuchida
who became a Christian as a result of a spontaneaous conversion experience on
his way to meeting General Douglas McArthur in 1950. General Fuchida is
mentioned extensively in D. Lockwood, Australia's Pearl Harbour. 45

Fujita's clean-up campaign in Port Darwin did not clear the way for Japanese
pearifishers who had dominated the industry before World War II. Indeed, the

41

Writer and C.R. Ball, interview 3 September 1994

42

NTRS 827 114/2/5, 1963 NTA Darwin Brochure

43
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44

Uniting Church, 74 Smith Street, Darwin; crosses are mounted on pews
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D. Lockwood, oD.cit., pp. 209-12
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pearlshell industry had virtually collapsed in the late 1950s.

The oldest of all Territory industries, trepang-gathering, was not revived after
the war. Another old industry, pearling, re-emerged and the annual value of
the pearlshell rose above [$1 250,000 in 1956 and 1957. A decade later the
figure was $1000. Plastics had superseded pearlshell in all its uses and in
the early 1 970s the last echoes of the old industry faded away, leaving as
its northern legacy a vigorous strain of Malay, Indonesian and Filipino blood
in the population of Darwin. 46
The invisibility of the pearlshell industry from the late 1950s indicates not so much
a disappearance but a metamorphosis of the industry. NT figures for 1963 record
licences for three luggers, eight divers and one trial diver; there were eight
Aboriginal employees and fifteen Japanese. This and the following reports do not
indicate if the Japanese were indentured labour. What does become obvious is a
redirection of the industry to the control of one licence holder. This monopoly
became the base for the future of the pearling industry in Darwin, which is
dominated by Paspaley Pearling. 48

The Commemoration services of the Bombing of Darwin on 19 February have been
much focused on around the 50. anniversary of the event. The writer was
therefore curious as to what response the event had generated over the years. On
19 February 1964 it did not rate a mention in the Territory's daily newspaper. On
that day, the Northern Territory News announced with enormous headlines No
More Wards! The Director of Welfare, H.C. Giese had introduced a Bill in the
Legislative Council that stated:

All Natives would be able to drink, and would no longer be wards ... The
Government's intention to introduce such sweeping changes was one of the

46

'

411

Powell (FY), op.cit., p.224
The pearling year extends from 1.2. to 31.1. of the following year, the actual pearling
season being between the months of May and December (i.e. the dry season) NT Report
1963/4 p.140
Paspaley Pearling Co.Pty. Ltd., 19 The Mall, Darwin
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best-kept political changes in years.

From a 1964 perspective it was difficult to grasp the immensity of change that the
reforms in 'native welfare laws' would bring to the Northern Territory, and to
Darwin. In the following, tumultuous years not much was heard about the
Japanese although a Trade agreement had been signed between Australia and
Japan on 5 August, 1963. This had followed a tentative trade agreement, signed
six years earlier. The former had reserved the right to discriminate against Japan
when Australia deemed it necessary to protect its own manufacturers. The new
Agreement, on the other hand, mutually acknowledged full rights and privileges
50
accorded to members of the GATT.
In case of a trade dispute, both parties
would negotiate to bring about a mutually satisfactory solution.

By the time the new Agreement was signed, each country had become an
important customer of the other, Japan being Australia's second biggest
customer and Australia being Japan's seventh biggest. Consequently, the
new Agreement is of considerable importance to both sides. 51

There were occasional positive or value-neutral references to the Japanese in the
local press during the nineteen sixties and seventies. For instance, on 8 June,
1964, twenty seven years after Japanese training ships had anchored at Port
Darwin in 1937, the Northern Territory News writes:

The Japanese Mercantile Marine training ship, Hokuto-Maru (above) [sic] is in
port having a spell during a 47-day tour of duty with 61 trainee officers
aboard. They leave Darwin for Singapore.

The caption under the Captain's photograph reads:

Affable commander of the vessel, Captain I. Ara, a professor of the Institute

°

Northern Territory News 19 February 1964 pp. 1,4

60

GATT: Global Agreement on Tariffs and Trade
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for Sea Training. 52

Even more amazing is a brief article which had appeared on 19 February (!) 1964
and claimed that two Australian student leaders visiting Kuala Lumpur wanted to
be known as Asians and not Europeans.The article ends with the suggestion that
the Australian University Student Union intended to intensify its campaign against
the Government's restrictive 'White Australia' immigration policy. 53 Comments
such as these may have been unusual at the time but are far removed from the
notion that Australians remained hostile towards the Japanese.

Trade agreements attracted Japanese interest in the Northern Territory, yet
Japanese individuals and families remained largely invisible. This contrasted sharply
with the postwar development of the returned Chinese community. The latter not
only reestablished themselves in areas of the central city business district which
had once been taboo to them, they furnished two popular Mayors of Darwin, Harry
54
Chan and Alec Fong Lim.
By contrast Japanese residents in Darwin did not
assume a high public profile. The upswing in prawn export, possibly a consequence
of the Fujita operations, was instigated from Japan and not by Japanese
Darwinites.

As had been the case with the surprise attack on Pearl Harbour in December 1941,
Darwinites were shocked by and unprepared for, the devastation which Cyclone
Tracy wrought on 24/25 December 1974. The cyclone's destructive winds at
speeds in excess of 240 km per hour flattened Darwin in the early hours of
Christmas morning.

Some survivors and sympathetic supporters in Australia's 'south' likened the
images of the cyclone's destruction to the horrific impressions glimpsed by the
world after the nuclear explosion at Hiroshima. The Daily Telegraph reported two
days after the Tracy disaster:

52

Northern Territory News, 8 June 1964 p.2, 'Japanese Ship Here'
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'If you've seen pictures of Hiroshima after the atom bomb, my God, then
you know what Darwin looks like.' This is how Larry Olajos, the Connair
pilot who flew the first mercy mission into Darwin on Christmas Day,
described the devastation caused by Cyclone Tracy. 55 Strangest of all, the
remaining trees stood starkly, stripped of every leaf.

The shock of the cyclone

-

unprecedented in Darwin because it was experienced

by a population of 35 000 or more

-

soon gave rise to the very much precedented

question: Was Darwin unprepared? An article with this title appeared in the Sydney
Morning Herald on the same day as the 'Hiroshima article' quoted above. Possibly
due to the brevity of time since the disaster and the difficulty in obtaining detailed
information about the cyclone from a cut-off Darwin, the article focuses instead on
the 1942 bombing but also refers to the 1897 Cyclone:

In the wake of Cyclone Tracy's fury hangs the question: were the people of
Darwin unprepared? For on three previous occasions in the last 77 years
terror has swept in from the northern skies to pulverise this remote spot,
once a raffish town, but more recently a modern city. 17

Alan Powell refers to the exodus of cyclone evacuees pouring into the southern
centres by airlift and by road. 58 After twenty five years of reconstruction and
gradual progress in the Northern Territory, the eerie sounds of Cyclone Tracy
remained embedded in the minds of Darwinites like a haunting staccato: was there
a future for Darwin?

Early suggestions of abandonment were proven futile. Despite the shock waves
that this, Australia's greatest natural disaster, had sent through the nation, one
thing remained certain: The Federal Government was not likely to stand by and let
the Top End of the Northern Territory revert to an unprotected, vulnerable frontier.

The Daily Telegraph, 27 December 1974,
p.1
6

Powell (FY), oD.cit., p. 239
W. Crouch, 'Was Darwin unprepared? Cyclone Tracy brings back memories of a
humiliating Japanese air raid', Sydney Morning Herald, 27 December 1974,
p.7
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Even the prospect of moving the entire city further inland were unrealistic. Despite
the extensive damage, the urban infrastructure remained intact or only slightly
impeded: gazetting, roads, kerbing, sewerage and water supply as well as
numerous solidly constructed buildings and other facilities continued to function
and would have been the most expensive aspect of a completely new town design.

Yes, Darwin had largely ignored the pre-disaster warnings. But this is not the only
parallel that one might draw between Cyclone Tracy and the war events. It soon
became clear that many evacuees wanted to return to Darwin as soon as was
practicable. But this was not easy. Returning Darwinites had to provide proof of
accommodation and livelihood in order to gain reentry. This reversion to virtual
garrison status was a stark reminder of conditions imposed on World War II
evacuees and internees who were asked to furnish the same absurd requirements.
How can a person who has been interned or evacuated reasonably provide proof of
work and residence in a place left devastated by war or cyclone? In this respect
the time after Cyclone Tracy echoes the comments by Maisie Austin, Mayse Young
and many other returning evacuees after World War II:

We stayed at Crystal Brook right up to D-Day, when we were finally told we
could go home. What a joyous relief it was to be able to throw away our
ration cards and shake the dust of South Australia off our feet. None of us
was sorry to leave and, in the initial excitement of heading back to the
Territory again, we forgot our apprehension about what we would find on
our return after four years of forced absence... It took a long time to get
back to anything like normal, of course. 59
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Young & Dalton, op.cit. pp. 117, 122

CHAPTER V
DARWIN AND THE JAPANESE:
1975- 1994
THE NEW DARWIN

Multiculturafism does not entail a rejection of
Australian values, customs and beliefs.
It does recognise that any such common core
evolves and changes over time, whether or not
there is a public policy of multiculturalism.
However unwelcome or disconcerting the
process may be, the Australian way of life, as
with that of any other country, is constantly
responding and adapting to changes in our
external environment. 1

1

Dept. of the Prime Minister and Cabinet ( Office of Multicultural Affairs), National Agenda
for a Multicultural Australia
Sharing Our Future, Canberrra, (July 1989), 1993
...
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Transiency and abrupt demographic shifts have been a recurrent feature in
Darwin's past. This aspect is expressed succinctly in an interview between Darwin
historian Helen Wilson and Leonard Scott in which they discuss the 1937 cyclone
as well as Cyclone Tracy:
'I probably would have stayed here myself if it hadn't have been for the
cyclone.' '...There's always been a good reason to drive people out, hasn't
there?' 'Good reason?' 'War and the cyclone'. 2
Reconstruction and Destruction, in this or reverse order have played an ongoing
and equally strong role for Darwin and its multicultural population.
-

The previous chapter discussed how the visible, yet mysterious presence of Mr
Fujita and his salvage crew the most dramatic public spectacle in Darwin since
the Japanese raids had ceased in November 1943 ensured the Japanese reentry
into Darwin's history would create an enigma. On the other hand, Japanese
individuals and families who had experienced internment were returning in
unspectacular fashion and blended in with Darwin's general population many of
whom were newcomers or 'temporary Darwinites'.
-

-

As Lyn Riddett points out, the Vietnam war soon became a very controversial issue
for Australians, in Darwin's case this would mean the arrival of Vietnamese 'boat
people':
Because at least one sea must be crossed to reach Darwin from the north
the arrival of refugees is often spectacular.
This as well as the drama of Cyclone Tracy and its aftermath directed public
attention in Darwin away from the Japanese.
The parallels in the images of destruction went beyond comparing the cityscape of
a cyclone-damaged Darwin to the radioactive moonscape which the annihilation of
the Atom bombs had brought to Hiroshima and Nagasaki. There were other
parallels between a bombed and a cyclone-damaged Darwin, respectively. One
such parallel was enforced mass evacuation. The reasons of course were different.
Christmas 1941, the action was aimed at 'enemy aliens'- although many had been

2

NTRS 226 TS 11 7/1; Three major cyclones have been recorded in Darwin during the past

one hundred years: 1897 (Palmerston), cf. Eylmann, or). cit., p.14* "I arrived at my
destination, Palmerston, in the last week of August [1898]. Riding through the relatively
dense bush was tedious and time-consuming since the grass was very tall in some
places and about one third of all trees were uprooted." [tl. M P-K] 1937 Cyclone;
Cyclone Tracy 24/25 December, 1974

Temporary Darwinites: Many public servants were transferred to Darwin on a two-year
basis. Since the public service sector was disproportionately high, this constant turnover
created transience, while certain statistics tended to create an illusion of stability. This
also applied to the private sector for example meatworkers were often seasonal and
transient, but production figures might imply regularity over a certain period of time.
(Production Records, Jimmy's Creek Abattoir, Point Stuart Station, (Owner K.L.
Johnston), 1966-1972
L.A. Riddett, 0r.cit., p.7

The New Darwin

born in Australia
enemy hostilities.

-

60

and at the civilian population which was under threat from

Thirty three years later, many Darwinites would unexpectedly join the exodus from
Darwin not on Zealandia, but aboard massive Hercules and other, aircraft. 5 Again,
some residents chose to make an exit by road one woman felt this was the only
way she could take her cats and dogs with her. For many it meant retaining some
sense of control over their own destiny a sense which had been badly shaken by
the cyclone experience. Just as has been reported from thirty three years earlier,
there was a sense of disbelief among Darwinites: is this really happening to us? 6
Seen from this perspective both, Pearl Harbour and Cyclone Tracy prompted quasimilitary action on a massive scale for Darwinites.
-

-

With Cyclone Tracy, an important chapter in Darwin's history
the postwar
reconstruction phase - had been violently closed. Even for those Darwinites
remaining, things would be measured in terms of 'before or after Cyclone Tracy'.
For the gradually returning population it would become difficult to regain entry to
Darwin, something Japanese internees and Darwin evacuees had experienced after
World War II, as described in the previous chapter. The cyclone had affected
everyone who was in Darwin Christmas 1974. Some would choose to return while
others would not. This time however, the trauma was a truly shared experience,
irrespective of the ethnic origins of Darwinites.
Cyclone Tracy represented a
watershed in the history of Darwin, as Pearl Harbour had thirty three years earlier.
-

Indeed, in assessing the opinion of Darwinites on the most traumatic event for the
Northern Territory in modern times, the majority cited Cyclone Tracy, not the
bombing of Darwin. This may simply reflect the ages of those consulted, but
8
nevertheless the writer finds the responses significant.
The year 1975 was momentous not only for Darwin but for Australia as a nation.
The New year brought Navy crews and civilian volunteer tradespeople to
commence a clean-up campaign, the erection of powerpoles and lines, temporary
accommodation units, which would gradually give way to a carefully devised
programme on how to rebuild the 'New Darwin'. The dismissal of the Whitlam
Labor Government in November 1975 9 with its associated, political turmoil, did not
halt the Darwin development. Bi-partisan agreement kept rebuilding funds flowing.

6

Evacuation programme under the command of Major General Alan Stretton

6

Writer & P. Murakami, 31 October 1994: When the Japanese
arrests commenced immediately after the news about Pearl
Harbour, people doubted that any act of aggression had
actually taken place. Darwin appeared unchanged. Pers.
observation by writer after Cyclone Tracy.

'

The necessity of entry permits was an expression of Darwin's quasi-military status after
Cyclone Tracy

8

Fifty Darwinites randomly selected (Questionnaires compiled by M.P-K.), September 1994
Bassett, oD.cit., p. 273-4
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When East-Timor was invaded by Indonesian troops in December 1975 Darwinites
generally did not pay much attention to the consequential event. 10 Many were still
absent from the Northern Territory as a result of Cyclone Tracy or preoccupied with
rebuilding activities. It was not until several years later that the implications of
Indonesia's transgression and Portugal's inability or unwillingness to effect
decolonilisation of their former 'province' were more fully understood in Australia.11
From the beginning of the crisis statements by Prime Minister E.G. Whitlam,
interpreted by Indonesia as the official view of Australia, and those expressed by
many Darwinites, were at variance. Riddett points out that:
From late 1975 at least two groups of pro- Fretiin supporters in Darwin
maintained a clandestine radio link with the Fretiin movement in East
Timor.12
Territorians remembered that it was the Timorese who supported the Allied troops
in the 'Battle of Australia'. Timorese lost their lives on behalf of Australia. The
writer is under the impression that support for the Allied troops ('Sparrow Force'),
came mainly from Dutch Timor. 13 Portugal adopted a neutral stance in World War
II and while she became implicated through the supply of wolfram to Germany it
did not affect her neutrality status. 14 The writer is not entirely sure in which
position this placed Portuguese East Timor. This ambiguity is perhaps an indication
that Darwinites did not see Timor so much in 'East and West terms' but as one
island until the Indonesian invasion violated the intrinsic right to self-determination
of the East Timorese. Darwinites were and are aware that the island of Timor and
its inhabitants indeed provided a bulwark against the onslaught of the Japanese
Imperial Army. While the events in East Timor in the 1970s revived memories of
the war, they directed attention away from those Japanese who had resettled in
Darwin.
Under the vigorous, though at times controversial guidance of Darwin's first female
Mayor, Dr. Ella Stack, Darwin regained composure as a city. The 'Back to Darwin'
campaign in 1978 coincided with a very decisive event in Northern Territory
history: Self-government became a reality on 1 July 1978. The Country Liberal
Party, initially with Paul Everingham as Chief Minister, introduced a programme of
development which would profoundly change the Northern Territory and its capital,
Darwin. 15
Early proposals for post Cyclone planning by government authorities...

° Invasion of East Timor
(Timor Leste) by Indonesian troops (Angkatan Bersendjata Repubilk
Indonesia = ABRI), 7 December 1975
D. Livermore, A New History of Portucial, 2. ed., Cambridge University Press, 1976
12

Riddett, oD.cit., p.19

13

Powell (TSE), op.cit., Chs.5 & 6

14

Livermore, op.cit.,ibid.

16

A. Heatley, 1986,
A City Grows: A History of the Darwin CityCouncil 1 957-1 984, ANU
NARU Monograph; Darwin was pro-claimed a city on 26 January 1959, ibid., p.Vl
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contained several radical plans for remodelling Darwin but, in the end they
were largely disregarded; Darwin's configuration was to remain fixed in the
general pattern of post-war development.., suburbs being settled in 1975,
were almost completely filled with replacement houses nearly as quickly as
they would have been even without Tracy... the new suburbs have been
built on a larger scale and with different planning concepts... Private
developers have had to satisfy the strict infrastructure requirements before
transferring them to Council. 16
As A. Heatley points out, the opportunity was not taken up to relocate Darwin's
airport and thus gain prime developmental land for suburban development. 17 The
original post-cyclone building code produced homes which did not cater well to
tropical conditions unless they were airconditioned. Gradually, the code became
more relaxed and more appropriate housing was designed, compromises between
cyclone awareness and tropical comfort. Within five years, the projection of a new
satellite town was on the Northern Territory Government's agenda. Darwin history
went full cycle when the new town was named Palmerston. 18 Incidentally, several
children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren of Yasukichi (Francis) and Theresa
Murakami now live in and near Darwin and Palmerston. They have become part of
that most recent development phase, post-cyclone reconstruction and Selfgovernment.
The latter, in its efforts to create a measure of self-sufficiency for the Northern
Territory, put increasing importance on tourism, particularly after the beef export
market for the United States virtually collapsed in the early 1970s. The Northern
Territory Tourist Commission undertook various surveys and promotions some of
which targeted the Japanese tourist market. Several events have impacted on the
development of international tourism to the Northern Territory, for example the
Bicentennial Expo in Brisbane, 1988, and the release in overseas countries,
including Japan, of the film, Crocodile Dundee which turned out to become a
phenomenal drawcard for the Northern Territory. International tourism, including
that from Japan, is poised to grow vigorously in the Northern Territory.
J. Federer's PhD Thesis on the Nt Governments paradiplomcy in parts of Southeast
Asia "provides a particular example of governmental involvement overseas to
promote economic development." In order to achieve this goal 'public diplomacy' is
one method used and varies distinctly from 'traditional' diplomacy. Federer quotes
Gareth Evans:
Public diplomacy differs from the more traditional kind only in its
methodology and in terms of whom it sets out to influence and persuade.
Whereas traditional diplomacy seeks diectly to influence the influential,
public diplomacy not only reaches to the decision-makers and opinionformers, but also casts its net much wider, beyond the influential few to the

16

Ibid., p.6

17

Heatley, or.cit.,
An increase in RAAF personnel and facilities has boosted the growth of Palamerston which
is now 0994) in excess of 10000
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uninvolved 'many'. 19
Federer interprets public diplomacy as democratic:
its starting premise being that familiarity can be a spur to broad-based links
between nations. The images of us others carry which influence their
attitudes towards us in regards to important matters such as our security
requirements, our goods and services, our appeal as a place for investment,
to migrate, to visit, and so on ... public diplomacy has been a significant
dimension of Northern Territory relations with Southeast Asia. 20
One example which springs to mind in the Darwin context is the popularity of the
seasonal 'Mindil Beach Sunset Markets'. While Government involvement with the
markets is concerned mainly with health and security aspects, they have become a
drawcard for Darwin nationally and internationally. Here the visitor to Darwin can
observe public diplomacy in action. While the markets started off on a very small
footing, their impact as an example for successful, multicultural management is
potentially enormous.As Riddett points out, the markets are predominantly run by
Asian women. 21
Another area of interest has been Darwin's Trade Development Zone. F.D. Robins
prepared a report in 1988 on the viability of the Zone concept. He states:
So by what factors do Asian businessmen judge the prospects of business
success in Darwin's TDZ?
Those interviewed gave clear answers... these were the ease, predictability
and cost of importing and exporting through Darwin the need to be able to
sell as 'Australian made'the availability or non-availability of local support
services and sub-contracting capacity the availability and cost of
communications in general
All these factors relate specifically to Darwin. Some expressed a fear of strikes and
'high' tax levels and wondered about prospects for capital gains.
The success of the Trade Development Zone has been slow in coming. It is
possible that the concept was ahead of Darwin's development at the time of the
Zone's inception and the scheme's advantages are not as apparent in the short
term. The scheme thus far has attracted interest mostly from Taiwan and
Hongkong. 22
C. Hughes comments on the potential of Darwin in relation to trade within the
Asia-Pacific region:

19

J.F. Federer, Outback or Integration Frontier? NT Government Paradip/omacy in Brunei,
Indonesia, Malaysia and Singapore 1978

-

1992, PhD Thesis, NTU, 1993

20

Ibid.

21

Riddett, op.cit., ibid. Endnote 83

22

F, D. Robins, Darwin's Trade Development Zone, University College of the Northern
Territory, Darwin, 1988
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We all know the world's centre of gravity, economically and trade-wise, has
shifted firmly to Asia, and Australia's Federal Government has been
proactive in attempting to demonstrate that we are an active partner in
Asia... the ultimate vision we are heading for is that of a larger Asia-Pacific
economic and trading zone which will include the Americans. 23
Not only has the import of Japanese motor vehicles and other consumer goods
grown substantially over the past two decades, increasing numbers of Japanese
tourists are arriving via the 'threedimensional gateway', Darwin International
Airport. Since April 1994 direct flights from Osaka have been scheduled although
they remain one-way connections, Japanese visitors leave Australia via Cairns. In
an interview with a seasoned Darwin tour operator, the writer was told that most
Japanese travellers simply consider Darwin as 'en route to Cairns'. 24
Asked if the Japanese prefer outback tours, he replied:
Definitely not in a prolonged sense. There is a curiosity about it as I said but
the Japanese like a civilised lifestyle. The average Japanese is not a roughie
although they have shown they can manage in that environment.
When asked if any of the participants of his tours come here on a personal mission
because close kin was involved in the 'Battle of Australia' he answered in the
negative:
No, never. But I have found people interested in World War II sites that we
point out whether they involve Japanese or British [sic] wrecks... the
predominant group is in their forties. I have not had any aged or elderly
Japanese on my tours. Generally speaking they have no associations with
the war. That is all finished. 25
During an interview with a young Darwin woman who has been working in the
tourist industry mostly as a waitress the writer asked her about impressions of
Japanese visitors to Darwin:
-

-

Some are good, some annoying. They usually arrive as a group and you tend
to deal with them as a group. The younger ones respond well, the older ones
do not. Perhaps I relate better to the young they are not just listening to
orders, but getting it together by themselves. The older are more demanding
and irritating.
-

When asked if she remembered any unusual incident, she related this:
I do remember a rather hilarious one. One day two young Japanese girls
came in to have lunch. I pointed out the menu to them and they nodded yes
to practically every item on the list. They just agreed with everything. It was
impossible for them to finish it all. But they paid! It was quite awful but at

23

(C. Hughes, Department of Industries and Development), Territory Business, Fourth
Quarter, 1993,
'The View from the Asia Desk', pp. 1 6-1 7

24

Writer and C.R. BalI, 3 September, 1994

26

Ibid.
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the same time funny. 26
Darwin still does not have a Japanese Consulate although there is an honorary
Consul (1994). While the teaching of the Japanese language has been promoted in
Northern Territory Secondary Schools, it is the Indonesian language which has
been given preferred status in the past few years. That trend extends into Tertiary
Education which includes a vigorous Indonesian language and cultural component
within the Northern Territory University. While Japanese language classes are
available through Adult Education, the Japanese language is not yet part of the
Tertiary Curriculum.
Irrespective of which language enjoys the most support from the Northern Territory
education system, the fact that an Asian language or languages are being chosen
indicates a considerable change in attitude from a previously Eurocentric stance. By
placing Darwin in the centre of a circle the periphery of which touches for example
Canberra it will at the same time encompass most of Southeast Asia. This current
refocusing in Australia, and particularly the Northern Territory is expressed in a
number of ways.
The Indonesian journalist, Ratih Hardjono in White Tribe of Asia discusses her
observations of Australian perceptions of its Asian neighbours which used to be
formed from the perspective of a colonial country that lacked colonial power:
The shift in that perception, whereby Australia has come to see itself as a
responsible member nation of the Asia-Pacific region, is a very new
development, and there is often a wide gap between Australia's new sense
of self and its actions... Australia is now in the paradoxical position of still
retaining this image of a threat, yet being able to see the facts as they really
are. The image of the 'Yellow peril' was based on certain perceptions.
Hardjono dismantles one aspect of the Yellow peril concept, the visions of vast,
empty lands to occupy.
This view was not only simplistic and racist, but also contradictory, for
Australians are quick to admit the inhospitability of their physical
environment and the struggle that their ancestors had in dealing with it:
nature indeed has not been generous... [Asian] people would be reluctant to
leave their fertile lands unless forced to do so. 27
Hardjono's view is echoed in this statement of a Darwin safari operator:
Generally, the Japanese come across as self-effacing, they don't come to
the front in our environment. They are flabbergasted by the wide, open
space. In fact, they have a fear of it. 28

26

Writer and K. Muller, interviews September 1994

27

R. Hardjono, White Tribe of Asia An Indonesian View of Australia Monash Asia Institute,
Melbourne, (c.1992), 1993, pp. 148-9
-

211

Writer and C.R. Ball, Interview, 3 September 1994
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In colonial Australia of the mid late 1800s it was doubtless true that the arrival of
the Chinese on the 'diggings' appeared to threaten the jobs of English and Irish
labourers who enjoyed a relatively high standard of living. Initially the concept of
the 'Yellow peril' stemmed from economic, not racial motives.
-

However, with the outbreak of the Second World War, the concept of
'Yellowness' was transferred to the Japanese, who were seen as the enemy
from the north.
In applying an historic approach, Hardjono continues:
Fear of a threat from the north was often fanned by conservatives who
wished to retain 'spiritual' ties with England. In a community whose identity
was still being shaped, playing on this fear always created a response... Tim
Winton tried to explain this feeling of being threatened as one of confusion
on seeing the 'disorder' caused by such large numbers of people. For
Australians, the dynamism of a crowd represents lack of control and most do
not sense any regulating mechanism in this apparent disorder.
Most Darwin interviewees admitted to not knowing very much about Japan or the
Japanese. 29
In the writer's view there exists a disparity betwen the official stance taken by the
Federal and Northern Territory Governments, the Returned Service League (RSL)
and ordinary Australians. While Darwinites enjoy Japanese consumer goods and
some Darwin businesses are Japanese owned or promote a Japanese image, no
official invitation has been extended to the Japanese on the occasion of the fiftieth
Commemoration of the bombing of Darwin in 1992. This contrasts with the way in
which D-day Commemorations were handled where representatives from all sides
were present.
Many Australians have grown up with a glorified concept of war. The image of
young heroes sacrificing themselves in combat has become the cornerstone of the
ANZAC legend. Paradoxically while the RSL continues to refuse an official
acknowledgement of a reconciliation with the Japanese it is the Australian and the
Japanese attitudes to heroic fighting which have some striking parallels. Moreover,
the writer gained the impression that at least some Darwinites consider that an
official reconciliation is quite superfluous as the following comment expresses:
Reconciliation is already occurring socially eighty percent is gone... the
angle of interpretation matters, the perceptions. 30
-

The participation of two Japanese drivers in the May 1994 inaugural Cannonball
Run 31 resulted in the death of the two Japanese as well as two Australian
volunteer officials. While it is beyond the scope of this dissertation to discuss the
legal and other aspects of the event, the way the families of the bereaved reacted

29

Questionnaires compiled by M.P-K, op.cit.

30

Writer and C.R. Ball, 3 September 1994

31

Sunday Territorian 22 and 29 May 1994 Northern Territory News, 21 May 1994
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after the fatal event, seemed quite remarkable. There was a notable absence of illfeelings toward the two Japanese. The families of the officials expressed an
interest of meeting with the widows of the deceased Japanese. This was
technically impossible but made an impression on Darwinites at the time.
If Darwinites, along with fellow Australians, find it difficult to come to terms with
'the only war we have' they are not alone in this respect. 32 The Japanese continue
to have great difficulties in addressing many of the problems which Japan's role in
World War II generated. Through the influence of the prominent western
psychologists, Freud, Jung and Adler psychoanalysis has become an accepted and
often essential tool in the resolution of conflict and trauma, be it on an individual or
collective, basis. While psychoanalysis is of course known in Japan it has not been
applied in addressing and resolving issues concerning World War II. The entire
complex, from a Japanese perspective, belongs in the 'Shame category', it is best
not talked about. The drastic changes to Japan's cultural and political life under
SCAP doubtless It has been a feature of Japanese culture to make abrupt changes
in conduct, seemingly irreconcilable with past behaviour.
In a recent article in The Age, the Tokyo correspondent B. Hills states that Japan
still lives in a world of denial and disbelief about its past, raising doubts that it is
ready to deal with the future. The author bases his article on the erroneous premise
that Hitler and the swastika flag represent the same symbolism as Emperor Hirohito
and the Japanese flag. Hills article demonstrates that a superficial evaluation of
emotive material does not do much to explain the complexitis of systems as
different as the national-socialist, fascist regime in Germany under Hitler and the
structure of the Imperial dynasty in Japan under the Showa Emperor.
John Langone has written an insightful assessment on cultural differences between
contemporary Japan and the United States:
Prejudice and discrimination are wrong in our society, and it behooves us all
to speak out against them, no matter where they appear. That is not
intruding on a country's sovereignty or trampling on its cultural beliefs, and it
might just get the other side to think twice about the way it's treating
others... we should also let our Japanese friends know that we don't think
they are better than us. They're very good, but not better... Sometimes
when a Japanese argues that he or she is 'unique', or shrugs off a question

with 'This is Japan' it is nothing more than a convenient way to avoid
criticism. 34

It is perhaps a sign of Darwin's maturation process to hear so many people are able
to express openly their perceptions of the Japanese. Following a request for
comments on the Japanese in the Northern Territory News, this was one of the
comments the writer received:

32

Powell (TSE), or.cit.,p.Xl
The Age 4 October, 1 994,
p.13, B. Hills, 'Why Japan must face its past'

34

Langone, John, In the Shoun's Shadow
& Co, Boston, 1994

-

Understanding Changing Japan

,

Little, Brown
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We must forgive, not forget, although I feel it will never happen again, what
happened in World War II. The people were under the complete jurisdiction
of the Emperor Hirohito, these days it's a Royal family not unlike the British
with little or no say in government. We must remember, whilst we did not
have concentration camps in this country, we did have internment camps
and some of the people interned had been born in this country. Furthermore,
our soldiers did loot and raid and did not always behave in a proper manner.
My husband told me when the Australian troops visited India the shops were
closed because of the shocking behaviour of the Aussie soldier. I think
forgiveness will come from a younger generation of Australians many of who
see the futility of war...

Correspondence Writer and Mrs. D. Walker; reply to Northern Territory News 'Comment'
(MP-K)
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CONCLUSION
This dissertation set out to explore, against an historical retrospective, some of the
paradoxical aspects in the way Darwinites perceive their relationship with the
Japanese. Impressions of the author condensed into objects of historical
investigation: the acceptance of Japanese tourism and trade in the Northern
Territory versus the non-reconciliatory stance of the RSL; the continued portrayal
of the Japanese from a solely military perspective in museum displays and
commemorations vs the spectre of Japanese group tourism.
The difficulty the Japanese appear to have in acknowledging and discussing
Japan's role in World War II, and the corresponding difficulty on the Australian side
to stop perceiving the Japanese as the former enemy and potential threat, have
been discussed and analysed.
The dissertation concludes that the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour, rather than
the bombing of Darwin itself, represents an historical watershed for the population
of Darwin and, by extension, the Northern Territory and Australia. With Pearl
Harbour the Japanese became the enemy. Internment and evacuation commenced
immediately after Pearl Harbour.
From that day onward, relations between Darwinites and the Japanese would be
radically affected.
Paradoxically, when Darwin became the site of active combat, the original civilian
population was absent, Japanese and others alike, apart from a handful of needed
civilians, and Aborigines. Anxiety and hatred towards a reluctant enemy was felt
by troops temporarily stationed in Darwin, many from interstate and overseas. The
resentment felt by civilians after the war had ended, was turned against an enemy
of whom the returning evacuees had no direct experience.
Most of the negative consequences of the war continued to be attributed to the
'bloody Japs' i.e. looting (the Japs would invade, so why should one not loot?),
the destruction of Chinatown and other property, the dislocation of the population.

Conclusion

ii

The dissertation explored another paradox: The 'only war we have' phenomenon,
the continued glorification of things military in Australian culture.
While the writer felt it would be essential for Darwin, the Northern Territory and
indeed, for Australia, to bring about an official reconciliation with Japan, she is
now convinced that the changes required are already occurring. In view of Japan's
reluctant stance in addressing World war II issues it is likely that a non-political
form of paradiplomacy will accomplish what the RSL and the Foreign Offices have
been unable to do. That is to surrender the former enemy into the past.
In spite of Darwin's (increasingly less) transient status, the people of Darwin have
shown remarkable resilience and strength in confronting and overcoming, traumatic
experiences. There has been and continues to be a distinctive awareness of being a
Darwinite, a Gatekeeper to refer to Riddett's imagery. Against the background of
devastating cyclones and enforced mass evacuations a strong sense of identity and
uniqueness has been maintained.

In the writer's view it is no exaggeration to say that the current focus toward Asia
is not just a result or extension of the NT government's paradiplomacy, as Federer
describes it, but the result of a maturation process. As Riddett points out
"Darwinites have been taking very seriously their role as Gatekeepers". But it is no
longer a predominantly incoming gateway that is being guarded: Darwinites feel
secure and confident enough to appreciate the two-way function of their gateway.
The Territory is currently poised to look through the gateway, Darwin, towards
Asia. Shifts in Australian foreign policy and projects such as the Wran Committee
can be interpreted as proof of a change in perceptions. A further indication is the
direction which Northern Territory paradiplomacy has talcen, along with other
avenues of inter-human contact. The successful evolution of an Asia-Pacific future
for Australia depends to a large extent on an appreciation of Japan's role, beyond a
merely economic one, in such a scenario. A scenario which certainly challenges
Darwin and its Gatekeepers.
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No.

Number Damaged
or destroyed
of dead
buildings

No.

Number Damaed
or destroyed
of dead
buildings

Town

118,661

67.860

1,939

23,589

18. Matsuyama

251

14,300

19. KOchi

434

12,237

27,444

20. Uwajima

278

7,252

1,873

26,722

21. Ube

254

6,233

76

38

22. Shimonoseki

324

10,168

3,549

34,000

23. Kita-Kyashu

2,251

33,832

655

16,886

24. Fukuoka

1,009

15,730

8,625

141,91

116

2,486

102

4,518

26. Nagasaki

74,231

37,339

12. KObe

8,841

154,564

27. Nobeoka

292

3,765

13. Osaka

12,620

343,613

28. Miyazaki

132

2,397

14, Wakayama

1,212

27,853

- 15. Tokushima

1,451

1,300

95,996

755,735

16. Hiroshima

4.616

100,091

17. Kure

3. Kawasaki

768

38,514

4. Shimizu

337

7,659

Numazu

318

6. Shizuoka
7. Shimoda

1. TOkyo
2. Yokohama

.

8. Hamamatsu
9. Toyohashi
10. Nagoya
11. Ise

25. Oita

-

- 29. Kagoshima

3,329

-

-

21,961-

-
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MELLA PAROliEN-KEMPEER BA.

currently enrolled as an Honours student in History
Hi, I
at Northern Territory University. My thesis is on perceptions
Territonians have of the Japanese (1944 to 1994)

This QUESTIONNAIRE is meant to gather some up-to-date opinions
on the Japanese from people of varying ages and walks of life.
I DO NOT NEED YOUR NAME OR ADDRESS, unless you feel you have
more information to provide in form of an interview.
UNLESS INDICATED BY YOU OTHERWISE, answers to the fDllowiimquast ions will he used ANONYMOUSLY. All
cf my information
gathering is treated according to the Guidelines of the Oral
TT

4-

A

-.

-

-

-

7',, ..-,4-

,-

compiled by myse If and

I

ml-.

_

does

('l

mTr,Tl,7 Trt'

r'icns whatever they may be and

reec YOUR

O

?.

not necessarily reflect NTU
thank you

-

To assist in quantifying the data would you please complete
the following details:
(please circle those which apply)
Male

Female

Age Group:

70

60-70

50-60

18-30

under 18

±

10 00

Territory-horn: Y 7 N
Resident. In Territory since:
Ehn1 hackorc:und:
L:coupotl ho&c-kground:

(If you are interested in an interview, please
indicate here how I can contact you:

PLEASE COMPLETE AND RETURN BY FRIDAY 30 SEPTEMBER

kA'FOP. THE QUESTIONNAIRE PLEASE TURN PAGE*

TmiT
1'i

TJTC
i.L.J

H(-sNOURS 1994

QUEST I ONNA I RE
TERPITORIAN PERCEPTIONS OF THE JAPANESE
When YOU think

what
A.

of Japan

/ the Japanese
( A = Answer)

image springs to mind?

Do the words
to YOU?
A.

JAPAN and THE JAPANESE

mean the same thing

Have You ever pers OflCi Iy net a Japaneca pei
f YES. When / Where?)

an?

What was YOUR irrsiediate impression?
How did YOU communicate?
A.

Have YOU or YOUR next of kin had any close wartime
exper ience with the Japanese? Please describe.
A.

What do YOU think is Japan's role in relation to the
Northern Territory? (Please circle those
most
applicable)
a. trading partner

b. political ally

former enemy
e. Any other role?

•d.

C.

potent

ial threat

7'

n.

f,a. Dc YOU think there has been an iri:oane
t carlsm in the NT?

Japanese

A.
h.

Is it /
good
irc1e one)

c.

Why?

/

had

/

A.
7.

Would YOU go and visit Japan?
If yes
A.
If no
7'

r,.

--

why?

why not?

inevitable

/

for the. NT?

3.

What are YJUR views on Japanese migration to Austrai ia?

A.
b.

Do YOU think more Japanese should settle in the
Terr itory?

If yes
A.
I f no
A.
9.

-

-

why?

why not?

How do YOU feel about the prospect
of Japanese
landownership in the Northern Territory?
A.

lao. Do YOU think Territorians are generally tolerant of
people from varying cthni c backgrounds?
A.
h.

In YOUR experience, does this include the Japanese?
A.

11.

Do

YOU believe NT schools should teach the Japanese
language? ,/ culture? / Japanese history?
I f yes
why?
A.
If
--

h,

are the Japanese quit.e distinct from
12a. In YOUR view
other Asian nations?

A.
Do YOU believe Territorians generally know much
about Japan / the Japanese?
A.
13a. Do YOU think cultural exchange between the Northern
Territory and Japan is now happening?
A.

b.

Who benefits?

A.

I4•o. Do YOU enjoy Japanese food?
A.
Would YOU eat at a Japanese restaurant in the NT?
b.
North. including
Lhot Australia s
I5o. Do Y(Y I know
Japanese
attack
during
World War
Darwin. ::ame under
II?

A.
b.

How do YOU feel about that now?

A.
16. Do YOU believe Japan represents a threat to
your
Australia at this time? C Please explain
answer)

A.

17,

Ar:: YC.0 interested In the Frre igri Dcl icy :f
(t C. thcse applicable')
a.
Australia?
b.
Northern Territory?
Japan?

16.

Do YOU believe Japan plays any
Australias defence policy?

19.

Do YOU think Japan
Peacekeeping Force?
Why?
A.
Why not?
A.

should

significant role in

participate

in the

UN

20a. What do YOU think of Australias WW II Commemorations?
A.

5.

Chcuicl the Japanese he involved?
Why / or 'Thy not?
A.

213.. Pc
YOU believe
there
should he
an official
rcccnci I iatcn between Australia and Japan as former
ene.mies?
A.

b.

Should Darwin he involved?
A.

What is YOUR understanding of the role of the
Emperor of Japan?
A.
ifl YOUR view what has been the most traumatic.
collective experience for the people of the Northern
Territory in modern, times.?
A.

AID ITTONAL COI'NTS:

YOUR cc-operation in this project is very much appreciated.
Thank you once again for YOUR contribution.
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